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John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come;glorify Your
Son, that the Son may glorify You,

KJV John 17:1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

BGT John 17:1 Tatax A Anoev nNoo G K& T poG TO § POOAUO G XTO €Q TV O POV V € TTev- T TeP, A AuBev
px-0&xovoouTvu v, va U GOOE O O,

NET John 17:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he looked upward to heaven and said, "Father,
the time has come. Glorify your Son, so that your Son may glorify you—

CSB John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things, looked up to heaven, and said: Father, the hour has come. Glorify
Your Son so that the Son may glorify You,

ESV John 17:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the
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hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,

NIV John 17:1 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify
your Son, that your Son may glorify you.

NLT John 17:1 After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come.
Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you.

= and lifting up His eyes to heaven: John 11:41 Ps 121:1,2 123:1 Isa 38:14 Lu 18:13
= the hour: John 7:30 8:20 12:23,27,28 13:1 16:32 Mk 14:41 Lu 22:53
= glorify: John 17:4,5 7:39 11:4 13:31,32 Ac 3:13 Php 2:9-11 1Pe 1:21

Related Passages:

John 11:41 So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, | thank You that You
have heard Me.

John 2:4 And Jesus *said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come.”

John 4:35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest?Behold, | say to you, lift
up (epairo in aorist imperative = a command speaking of urgency!) your eyes and look on the fields, that they
are white for harvest.

John 6:5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up (epairo) His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, *said
to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?”

John 7:6; 8; 30 So Jesus *said to them, My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune. (7:8) “Go
up to the feast yourselves; | do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come.” (7:30) So
they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

John 8:20 These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him,
because His hour had not yet come.

John 11:41 So they removed the stone. Then Jesusraised (airo) His eyes, and said, “Father, | thank You that
You have heard Me.

John 12:23 And Jesus *answered them, saying, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing thatHis hour had come that He would
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end
(TO THE MAX, INFINITE LOVE!!).

John 11:41 So they removed the stone. Thendesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, | thank You that You
have heard Me.

Mark 7:34 and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He *said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be opened!”

ENTERING THE HEAVENLY HOLY OF HOLIES
WITH JESUS' HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER

Have you ever been taken to heaven? Probably not the actual heaven, but as you read and meditate on Jesus' prayer in John 17,
you are being taken into the Throne Room of heaven, for these words from the Son were spoken to the Father seated in the
heavenlies. And even before the veil of the Temple was torn, Jesus took His disciples in the presence of the Holy Father. This is a
chapter that we do well to take off our shoes and kneel down for it is surely one of the most holy chapters in the entire Bible. You
might consider reading it on your knees.

Here we have the privilege of reading the REAL Lord's prayer. Mt 6:9-12 is often called the Lord's prayer, but actually Jesus could
not have prayed that prayer because He was not a sinner ("forgive us our debts..."). In the “Lord’s Prayer” Christ had prescribed
what His disciples should desire for themselves, but in this prayer in John 17 He asks the Father for what He desires for them
(including us).

How would John be able to write this beautiful prayer? Of course he was there, listening, when Jesus prayed but he did not have a
tape recorder. Recall Jesus' words in John 14:26+ "But the Helper (parakletos), the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that | said to you" There's the answer, in concert of course
with 2Pe 1:21 which says "no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God."
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While there are some 650 prayers recorded in the Bible, none match the splendor and majesty of this one, which is the longest
recorded prayer in Scripture. This is truly the “Lord’s Prayer” because it's prayed by Jesus. Jesus prayed this prayer out loud for the
benefit of others.

Alexander Maclaren introduced John 17 this way - We may well despair of doing justice to the deep thoughts of this prayer, which
volumes would not exhaust. Who is worthy to speak or to write about such sacred words? Perhaps we may best gain some glimpses
of their great and holy sublimity by trying to gather their teaching round the centres of the three petitions, ‘glorify’ Jn 17:1 , Jn 17:5,
‘keep’ Jn 17:11, and ‘sanctify’ Jn 17:17.

Melancthon “There is no voice which has ever been heard, either in heaven or in earth, more exalted, more holy, more fruitful, more
sublime, than this prayer offered up by the Son of God Himself.”

Who did Jesus pray for in John 17? What is the Upper Room Discourse?

= John 17:1-5 - Himself
= John 17:6-19 - His Eleven Disciples
= John 17:20-26- His Future Disciples (US!)

Jesus spoke (laleo) these things - Spoke (laleo) means to give forth sounds and thus would support (1) that His prayer was
audible and (2) that the 11 disciples heard His words to the Father. What a moment this must have been for them! John 18:1+
supports the thought that these words were spoken in the presence of His disciples for John writes "When Jesus had spoken these
words, He went forth with His disciples...." What things? This must refer to the upper room discourse of John 13—-16. The last words
are always lasting words, especially when they are from the greatest Man Who ever lived.

THOUGHT - We do well to meditate deeply and frequently on His last words to His disciples, for that is who
we are and that is what we need to know beyond a shadow of a doubt! When was the last time you read John
13-17? Have you ever truly sat and soaked in these great truths so that they might be assimilated and become
a firm foundation in the innermost being of your soul? One other thought -- When you pray for others, do you at
times pray so they can hear your prayer as the disciples heard Jesus' prayer? Of course you are not praying to
impress but to invigorate their faith.

Remember that the phrase "these things" is frequently repeated by John (45x/41v and 68x in all 4 Gospels)
and should always stimulate a question "What things?" which will help you hone the skill of reading the Bible
inductively. Jn. 1:28; dn. 2:16; Jn. 2:18; Jn. 3:9; Jn. 3:10; Jn. 3:22; Jn. 5:1; dn. 5:16; Jn. 5:19; In. 5:34; Jn. 6:1;
Jdn. 6:59; Jn. 7:1; Jdn. 7:4; Jn. 7:9; In. 7:32; Jn. 8:28; Jn. 8:30; Jn. 9:40; Jn. 11:43; In. 12:16; Jn. 12:36; Jn.
12:41; Jn. 13:17; dn. 14:25; In. 15:11; dn. 15:21; dn. 16:1; In. 16:3; In. 16:4; Jn. 16:6; Jn. 16:25; Jn. 16:33; Jn.
17:1;Jn.17:13; dn. 19:25; Jn. 19:36; Jn. 19:38; Jn. 20:18; Jn. 21:1; Jn. 21:24

And lifting up (epairo) His eyes (opthalmos) to heaven (ouranos) - Jesus shows us His humanity by lifting up His eyes to the
very place He had existed for all eternity. Literally “He raised His eyes” is an idiom. Recall that Jesus looked upward before his
prayer in John 11:41+ when the stone was removed from Lazarus' tomb. Eyes toward heaven was probably a common posture in
prayer (cf Ps 123:1, Mk 7:34+). A few hours later He knelt down in the Garden to pray (Lk 22:41+). According to the parable in Luke
18:13+ the tax collector did not feel himself worthy to lift his eyes to heaven.

THOUGHT - Have you ever looked up to Heaven when you have prayed? We too do well to lift our eyes to
heaven for as the psalmist declared "I Will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From whence shall my help
come? My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. 3 He will not allow your foot to slip; He
who keeps you will not slumber. 4 Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The LORD
is your keeper; The LORD is your shade on your right hand. 6 The sun will not smite you by day, Nor the moon
by night. 7 The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul. 8 The LORD will guard your going
out and your coming in From this time forth and forever. (Ps 121:1-8+)

Bob Utley - lifting up His eyes to heaven’ This was the common Jewish posture for prayer: hands, head, and open eyes lifted
toward heaven (cf. Jn 11:41; Mark 7:34; Ps. 123:1). Jesus prayed often. This can clearly be seen from the Gospel of Luke 3:21;
5:16;6:12; 9:18, 28; 11:1; 22:41-45; 23:34.

Spurgeon - Not his hands, as we do who are poor suppliants; but his eyes, indicating whither his thoughts went. He “lifted up his
eyes to heaven,”- No mere man would have dared to pray such a prayer as this. Jesus asks that he may be gloried by his Father
that he also may glorify his Father, he put the two things together: “Father, glorify thy Son that thy Son may also glorify thee.” This is
not a plea that is fit for merely human lips. It is Jesus the Son of God who, in receiving glory from his Father, is also able to return it
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to his Father.

Brian Bell - As the needle of a compass is constantly feeling the pull North, so should our hearts & eyes be constantly feeling the
pull Heavenward! Father - He starts out hallowing His Fathers name! (6x’s Jn 17:1,5,11,21,24,25) John uses father 127 x’s in his
gospel.

David Guzik- A person’s innermost being is revealed by genuine prayer; this is an unique opportunity to see the nature and heart of
Jesus. In this prayer, Jesus will touch on many of themes developed in this gospel: glory, glorify, sent, believe, world, love. Jesus
lifted up His eyes when He prayed. This is a posture that we don’t usually associate with deep prayer. We tend to bow our head and
close our eyes. This shows us that we should never confuse the non-essential customs of prayer with the essential aspects of
prayer.

He said, “Father (pater), the (definite article = the specific, unique) hour (hora) has come (erchomai - perfect tense = "The hour has
come and is here") - Jesus knew now His time, His hour had fully come, the hour for His sacrifice on the cross (see "hour" in Jn
7:30; Jn 8:20; Jn 12:23, 27; Jn 13:1). Jesus did not wear a watch but He knew providentially exactly what time it was ALL THE
TIME! He knew the hour the Father had ordained for Him to accomplish redemption of mankind. And here He states that "the clock
of redemption" had finally struck 12 midnight (so to speak) and it was the time for Him to fulfill His mission (Jn 17:4) as Redeemer of
Adam's sinful race (Ro 5:12). Has come is in the perfect tense which speaks of past completed action with present, ongoing results
or effect. Indeed this specific, unique hour in eternity would forever impact all of eternity future for all flesh of men who placed their
faith in Christ, trusting that His death was in their place. Hallelujah!

THOUGHT - As an aside passages such as this which describe the dialogue between the two members of the

Trinity obliterate the false, dangerous teaching of Oneness Pentecostalism which denies the vital doctrine of
the Trinity.

Spurgeon - That tremendous hour which was the very hinge of history. This is in a very special sense our Lord’s prayer. What a
word that is from the lips of Jesus, “Father”! This was the night of his deepest sorrow and his heaviest woe, but he begins his prayer
with this tender expression, “Father, the hour is come;” the hour of darkness, the hour of his passion and death, had now
arrived....Did Jesus look upon his suffering as his glory? He does not merely pray, “Sustain thy Son,” but, “Glorify thy Son.” In truth,
our Lord’s lowest stoop was his highest glory. He was never more resplendent than when he hung upon the cross, that was his true
spiritual throne, so he prayed, “Glorify thy Son,” — Enable him to bear the agony, and to pass through it to the glory.” “That thy Son
also may glorify thee.” The death of Christ was a great glorifying of God. We see his love and his justice rendered more glorious in
the death of Christ than they would have been by any other method.....The great design of Christ, all through his life on earth, was to
glorify the Father. He came to save his people, but that was not his first or his chief aim. It was his object, through the salvation of
myriads of the sons of men, to glorify the Father.....What a sight it must have been to see the Divine Intercessor in this his last great
prayer before he poured out his soul unto death! We can never read this chapter so as fully to enter into its meaning, for there must
always be in it a depth far greater than our experience can fathom. A man must die, and enter heaven, before he can fully realize all
that Christ meant when he said, “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.”....In the endurance of
the cross, there was a mutual glorification. It was the time of the Saviour’s humiliation, and yet, in a certain sense, he was never so
glorious as when he died upon the tree. Then, too, he glorified his Father, vindicating divine justice, and manifesting divine love.
(Exposition of John)

Glorify (doxazo in aorist imperative) Your Son, that (hina) the Son may glorify (doxazo) You - This call on the Father to glorify
Him was a reference to His death on the Cross (cf. Jn 17:4; 7:39; 12:23; 13:31-32) to be sure, but it would also clearly encompass
His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. It is notable that this is Jesus' only personal petition in the prayer.

ESV Study Bible adds "The opening petition glorify your Son implies a claim to deity, since the OT affirms that God will not give his
glory to another (e.g., Isa. 42:8; 48:11). (See ESV Global Study Bible - Page 2162

That (hina - term of purpose) speaks of the purpose of Jesus' prayer for Himself to be glorified and it was that the glory of the Son
would bring glory to His Father. Hina is found 17 times in John 17 so clearly is a key "hinge word" that can enable you to open big
doors of understanding in those passages in which it is used. How does the cross glorify the Father? Supremely it demonstrates a
proper opinion of the truth that God is love, for the Father's motivation for sending His Son to die for us was His incredible love for
us. John 3:16+ says "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life." Ro 5:8+ says "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us." So the cross is the ultimate demonstration of God's love for sinners and Jesus' crucifixion supremely glorified His
Father by becoming obedient to the point of death! (Php 2:8+)

Merrill Tenney adds that “The Son glorified the Father by revealing in the act the sovereignty of God over evil, the compassion of
God for men, and the finality of redemption for believers.” (BORROW The Expositor's Bible Commentary PAGE 356)
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Some have said Jesus' prayer here was selfish but how ridiculous for even the context clearly shows it was ultimately for the glory
of His Father! We see Jesus' dependence on His Father in this prayer and in so doing shows us our need to pray to the Father.

David Guzik - It is the cross (see John 12:27-33, 13:30-33, 21:18-19) that will glorify the Son. The cross is utter humiliation to the
world, but an instrument of glorification in God’s eyes.. Are we willing to embrace the glory of God, even if the world sees it as
humiliation?

Bob Utley - Father (pater) - Jesus commonly addressed deity by this term (cf. Jn 11:41; 12:27, 28; Matt. 11:25-27; Luke 22:42;
23:34). Jesus spoke Aramaic. Jesus’ Aramaic term was Abba, which is what a child used for his father at home, “Daddy” (cf. Mark
14:36).

A T Robertson points out that "Jesus had the habit of prayer (Mark 1:35; 6:46; Matt. 11:25f.; Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; 11:22,
42; 23:34, 46; John 11:41; 12:27). He prayed here for himself (1-5), for the disciples (6—19), for all believers (20-26)....Here it
(JESUS' PETITION) carries us into the very depths of Christ's own consciousness. It is not merely for strength to meet the Cross,
but for the power to glorify the Father by his death and resurrection and ascension, “that the Son may glorify thee”

NET NOTE - The time has come. Jesus has said before that his hour” had come, both in Jn 12:23+ when some Greeks sought to
speak with him, and in Jn 13:1+ where just before he washed the disciples’ feet. It appears best to understand the ‘hour” as a
period of time starting at the end of Jesus’ public ministry and extending through the passion week, ending with Jesus’ return to the
Father through death, resurrection, and exaltation. The “hour” begins as soon as the first events occur which begin the process that
leads to Jesus’ death.

Heaven (3772) ouranos - etiology is not certain - possibilities include oros = a relatively high elevation or horos = boundary + ano =
above thus "the boundary above") It is interesting that one English word derived from ouranos is "uranium." In light of the fact that
Revelation has 50 uses of "heaven" if you wanted to have a better sense of the meaning of ouranos, observing each of these uses
for associations would be a profitable study. Strong's summary - (1) the vaulted expanse of the sky with all things visible in it 1a) the
universe, the world 1b) the aerial heavens or sky, the region where the clouds and the tempests gather, and where thunder and
lightning are produced 1c) the sidereal or starry heavens (2) the region above the sidereal heavens, the seat of order of things
eternal and consummately perfect where God dwells and other heavenly beings. See another discussion on heaven (ouranos)
for additional information

Ouranos in John - Jn. 1:32; Jn. 1:51; Jn. 3:13; Jn. 3:27; Jn. 3:31; Jn. 6:31; Jn. 6:32; Jn. 6:33; Jn. 6:38; Jn.
6:41; Jn. 6:42; Jn. 6:50; Jn. 6:51; Jn. 6:58; Jn. 12:28; Jn. 17:1;

Glorify (1392) doxazo fromdoxa = glory) has a secular meaning of to think, suppose, be of opinion, (Aeschylus, Sophocles,
Xenophon, Plato, Thucydides) but generally is not used in this sense in Scripture. Doxazo means to praise, honor or magnify (Mt
5:16; 6:2; Lk 5:25f; Ac 11:18; Ro 11:13; 1 Cor 12:26; 1 Pt 4:16) and to clothe in splendor, glorify (John 8:54; 13:31f; 17:1, 4; 21:19; 2
Cor 3:10; 1 Pt 1:8; of life after death John 12:16, 23; Ac 3:13; Ro 8:30) The simple definition of glorify is to give a correct opinion, a
correct estimate of Who God is. How can believers do this? By the way you behave (your "fruit" Jn 15:8, cp Mt 5:16+) and in the
present context, by what you do (or better yet "don't do") with your physical body.

BDAG (BORROW) summarizes doxazo's two basic meanings (1) To influence one’s opinion about another so
as to enhance the latter’s reputation - most often Scripture speaks of glorifying God, the Father or the Son.
Miracles caused people to glorify God. (Mt 6:2; Rev 18:7 Mt 5:16, Mt 9:8; Mt 15:31; Mk 2:12; Lk
5:25, 26; 7:16; 13:13; 17:15; 18:43; 23:47; Ac 11:18; 21:20; Ro 15:6, 9; 1Pe 2:12; Gal 1:24 1Co 6:20; 1Pe
4:16.God’s spirit is honored 1Pe 4:14, because of something seen and heard = Lk 2:20; Ac 4:21; 2Cor
9:13; 1Pe 4:11. Ro 1:21 (the cardinal sin is not to be grateful for benefactions; reciprocity requires glorification
of the benefactor, hence the freq. reference to the effect that one knows how to acknowledge benefits, Rev
15:4 Of Christ Lk 4:15;Ro 11:13. 1Cor 12:26) (2) to cause to have splendid greatness - clothe in splendor,
glorify, of the glory that comes in the next life. (Jn 7:39, 12:16 = of Jesus glorified state;

DOXAZO - 61X in 53V - Matt. 5:16; Matt. 6:2; Matt. 9:8; Matt. 15:31; Mk. 2:12; Lk. 2:20; Lk. 4:15; Lk. 5:25; Lk.
5:26; Lk. 7:16; Lk. 13:13; Lk. 17:15; Lk. 18:43; Lk. 23:47; Jn. 7:39; Jn. 8:54; Jn. 11:4; Jn. 12:16; Jn. 12:23;
Jn. 12:28; Jn. 13:31; Jn. 13:32; Jn. 14:13; Jn. 15:8; Jn. 16:14; Jn. 17:1; JIn. 17:4; In. 17:5; Jn. 17:10; Jn.
21:19; Acts 3:13; Acts 4:21; Acts 11:18; Acts 13:48; Acts 21:20; Rom. 1:21; Rom. 8:30; Rom. 11:13; Rom.
15:6; Rom. 15:9; 1 Co. 6:20; 1 Co. 12:26; 2 Co. 3:10; 2 Co. 9:13; Gal. 1:24; 2 Thess. 3:1; Heb. 5:5; 1 Pet. 1:8;
1 Pet. 2:12; 1 Pet. 4:11; 1 Pet. 4:16; Rev. 15:4; Rev. 18:7

So that (that, in order that)(2443) hina is a conjunction which is used as a marker of purpose, definition or result and is rendered in
order that, that, so that, with the result or consequence that, with the particular aim or purpose of. See also Dana-Mantey A Manual
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Grammar of the Greek New Testament. In the New Testament hina is most commonly used tointroduce a purpose clause as
in Matthew 1:22: “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled.” It is also used to introduce the object of a verb as in Matthew 5:29,
“for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish.”

“So that” means “in order to” which answers the question “Why?” We use it to begin adverb clauses of
purpose. Let's hear an example: It helps to lower blood sugar so that you feel less hungry. The adverb clause
is “so that you feel less hungry.” It shows the purpose for the action in the main clause Why does it help
to lower blood sugar? To feel less hungry. (LearnEnglish)

Resource from Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones - John 17 - total of over 649 pages on John 17 - note these represent 48 sermons he
preached on this great chapter!

John 17:1-5 Saved in Eternity - 13 messages
John 17:6-15 Safe in the Word - 12 messages

John 17:17-19 Sanctified through the Truth - 11 messages

John 17:17-24 Growing in the Spirit : the assurance of our salvation - 12 messages

Luke frequently shows Jesus praying—and particularly before major events in His ministry, so we are not surprised to have this high
priestly prayer the night of His agony in Gethsemane and His crucifixion.

Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying,
heaven was opened,

Luke 5:16 But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.

Luke 9:18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned
them, saying, “Who do the people say that | am?”

Luke 9:28 Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. 29 And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing
became white and gleaming.

Luke 11:1 It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His
disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”

Luke 22:32 but | have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again,
strengthen your brothers.”

Luke 22:40-46 When He arrived at the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
41 And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and began to pray, 42 saying,
“Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 43 Now an angel from
heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His
sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground. 45 When He rose from prayer, He came to
the disciples and found them sleeping from sorrow, 46 and said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and
pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

Short, Sick, and Spectacular - Rob Morgan (On this Day)

His was a short, sick, spectacular life. He died before reaching 40, yet not before leaving an enduring mark. Blaise Pascal, born in
France in 1623, was educated in Paris and started making contributions to geometry, physics, and mathematics at age 16. His fame
and wealth accumulated quickly, as did his religious inclinations. In January, 1646 his father fell and broke his leg. His nurses were
devout Catholics, and Pascal, after extended conversations with them, began taking his Catholic faith seriously. His reputation in the
Paris scientific community grew by leaps, and the more he studied nature the more evidence he saw of the Creator. On November
23, 1654, while reading John 17, he personally encountered Jesus Christ and jotted his impressions on a parchment: “From about
half-past ten in the evening until about half-past twelve, FIRE! God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not of the philosophers
and scholars. Certitude. Feelings. Joy. Peace. This is eternal life, that they might know thee, the only true God, and the one whom
Thou hast sent, Jesus Christ.”

Pascal sewed the paper inside his coat lining and often in moments of temptation slipped his hand over it to press its message into
his heart. His life changed, and he began giving much of his money to the poor. His scientific studies, world famous to this day,
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became second to his spiritual pursuits.

His books display great craftsmanship of words, and even the infidel Voltaire remarked that Pascal’s writings were the first work of
genius to appear in France. He became France’s Shakespeare, its Dante, its Plato, its Euclid. He designed the world’s first
calculator, the first “bus” service, and paved the way for the invention of the barometer and the theories of probability.

As his health failed, Pascal wanted to leave behind a final work, a defense of the Christian faith, challenging atheists and agnostics
with the evidences for Christianity. He began making notes, but his headaches worsened. He died, leaving nearly 1,000 fragments
which were soon assembled into one of the classics of Christian literature, the Pensées. (BORROW On this day : 365 amazing and
inspiring stories about saints, martyrs & heroes Page 344)

Summary of the High Priestly Prayer -

WHAT DID THE FATHER GIVE TO THE SON?

. John 17:2 Authority over all flesh to give eternal life

. John 17:2, 6, 9, 24 All the men the Father had given Him

. John 17:4 The work to accomplish (cf Jn 4:34)

. John 17:7 Everything the Son had was a gift from the Father
. John 17:8 The words which He in turn gave to the disciples

. John 17:11-12 Father's Name

. John 17:22, 24 Glory
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WHAT DID THE SON GIVE DISCIPLES?

1. John 17:2 Eternal life

2. John 17:8,14 Words from the Father

3. John 17:6, 26 Manifested or made known Father's Name
4. John 17:22 Glory

WHAT DID THE SON ASK THE FATHER?

1. John 17:1,5 - To glorify Him

2. John 17:11 - To keep disciples in Father's Name

3. John 17:15 - To keep disciples from the evil (one)

4. John 17:17 - To sanctify disciples in the truth, His Word
5. John 17:20, 21 - That disciples may be one (unified)

WHAT WAS TO BE THE RELATIONSHIP OF DISCIPLES AND THE GODLESS WORLD

1. Jn 17:18 - Sent into the world

2. John 17:11 - They are in the world

3. John 17:16 - They are not of the world

4. John 17:14 - They are hated by the world

5. John 17:21 - That by their unity the world might believe

Robert Neighbour - The Lord's Prayer
» The Address — "Father" (John 17:1).
» The Perspective — Facing the Cross (John 17:1).
» The Retrospective — Facing an Accomplished Task (John 17:4, etc.).
» The Father's Gifts to the Son (John 17.2, etc.).
» The Believer and the World (John 17:15).
» The Requests for His own (John 17:3).
* The Difference between His Own and the World (John 17:9).

The supper is ended, the hymn is sung and the Lord and the eleven are ready to "go out."

The Lord Jesus is standing on the verge of His greatest sorrow. He tarries to speak words of tender comfort and cheer to those who
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have been with Him during three and one-half years of loving service. These words are recorded for us, in John, chapters 14, 15 and
16.

After the message of comfort to His disciples, Christ lifted up His eyes to Heaven and prayed.

It is all-important, as we study this prayer, to keep in mind the environment and the circumstances under which the prayer was
spoken. The broken bread and the poured-forth wine of the "supper" assure us that the Lord Jesus fully realized His approach to the
Cross.

Thus, upon the very threshold of the hour of His anguish, He prayed this prayer. May God help us to grasp the deep meaning of the
words which bring to us the very throbbings of the heart of Christ.

The Address — "Father"

"These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to Heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy
Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee" (John 17:1).

Suppose we analyze our prayers,
and see if we keep the Father and His glory
constantly in the foreground.

There may be some who would deny the Virgin Birth, but Jesus Christ knew God as Father, and so addressed Him. There may be
some who would imagine that this was a vain fancy of the Lord's. Not so. Our Lord in the moment that He faced the Cross, did not
pillow His head on fancy. No, Jesus Christ both called God "Father," and proclaimed Himself as Son. Hear Him, "Father * * glorify
Thy Son."

In this most beautiful prayer, Christ six times addresses God as "Father." Let us gather up the passages.

"Father, the hour is come" (vs. 1).

"O Father, glorify Thou Me" (vs. 5).

"Holy Father, keep" (vs. 11).

"As Thou, Father, art in Me" (vs. 21).

"Father, | will that they also” (vs. 24).

"O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee" (vs. 25).
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The six passages above suffice to show us how Christ approached the Cross in unshaken trust in the Father. No clouds hung
between them.

The seventh time, that Christ said "Father," is in the next chapter, where Christ said to Peter, "Put up thy sword into the sheath; the
cup which My Father hath given Me, shall | not drink it?" (John 18:11).

There is an eighth time when Christ said "Father." The next day as Christ hung upon the Cross, He hung there in the sinner's stead,
tasting the cup of death. Observe that our Lord did hot then cry "Father;" but He cried, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?" As He took the sinner's place He could no more say "Father," than the unregenerate of to-day can say, "Father." However,
when the cry of "It is finished" had sounded forth; and when Christ bowed His head, satan was crushed and sin satisfied, He could
cry, and did cry: "Father, into Thy hands | commend My spirit," and, "He gave up the ghost" (Luke 23:46).

Let us return to our chief consideration — the tender and open relationship of Christ toward the Father. Christ in this prayer seemed
lost in God. Everything He said bore close touch with the Father. He spoke of Himself and He spoke of us, His own, but in all of this
the central thought was the Father. All was climaxed in Him. It will do your soul good to sit down and count the number of times
Christ speaks by pronouns, addressing the Father. We ran the chapter over with the following results:

The pronoun "Thou" occurs 27 times, as follows: inJn 17:2, 3, 4,5,6,6, 7, 8, 8,9, 11, 12, 15, 15, 18, 21, 21,
22, 23, 23, 23, 24, 24, 24, 25, 26.

The pronoun "Thee" occurs 11 times, as follows: inJdn 17:1, 3, 4,5, 7, 8, 11, 13, 21, 25, 25.

The pronoun "Thy" occurs 9 times, as follows: inJn 17:1,1, 6,6, 12, 14,17, 17, 26.

The pronoun "Thine" occurs 6 times, as follows: in Jn 17:5, 6, 9, 10, 10, 11.

In all these pronouns occur 53 times.

Suppose we analyze our prayers, and see if we keep the Father and His glory constantly in the foreground. Did not the Lord teach
the disciples to pray: "Our Father, Who art in Heaven," etc.? and should we not also say, "Our Father"?




QUESTION - What does it mean to glorify God? | GotQuestions.org]

ANSWER - To glorify God is to honor Him with praise orworship. God is glorious; that is, He is great and magnificent—He is
exceptionally grand in His nature and deeds. “Full of splendor and majesty is his work” (Psalm 111:3, ESV). When we glorify Him, we
acknowledge His greatness and splendor and laud Him for it. When we “give Him glory,” as all the world is told to do in Revelation
14:7, we direct our praise, adoration, thanksgiving, and worship to Him who alone is worthy.

Scripture makes our responsibility to glorify God evident from cover to cover. First Chronicles 16:17-36 presents a model for giving
glory to God. As Asaph is installed as the chief minister before the ark of God, David instructs him in the method of worship:

* give praise to the Lord (verse 8)

* proclaim the greatness of God’s name (verse 8)

« tell the whole world what God has done (verses 8-9, 24)

* sing to the Lord (verses 9, 23)

« glory, or exult, in His name (verse 10)

* rejoice in Him (verse 10)

» seek out the Lord and trust in His power (verse 11) « remember all the Lord’s mighty deeds (verse 12)
ascribe glory and strength to Him because it is His due (verses 28-29). To ascribe is to think of as belonging,
as a quality or characteristic; thus, we regard the Lord as possessing glory and strength.

* bring an offering to God (verse 29). In Asaph’s time, the offerings were in accordance with the Law of
Moses; today, we are “to offer [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is [our] true and
proper worship” (Romans 12:1).

» worship the Lord (verse 29)

» give thanks to God for His goodness and love (verse 34)

* cry out to God for deliverance (verse 35)

El Elyon, the Most High God, is the possessor of all true majesty and resplendence. Glory is His by virtue of His nature, and He
rightfully refuses to share it with others: “| am the Lord; that is my name! | will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols”
(Isaiah 42:8). By virtue of who God is, we have an obligation to glorify God at all times (1 Corinthians 10:31). Those who refuse to
glorify God face severe judgment, as witnessed by the example of Herod usurping God’s glory in Acts 12:21-23.

We can, of course, glorify God with our words of praise and thanksgiving. We can also glorify God through our works of service for
Him. Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5:16). Bearing fruit for the kingdom of God also brings glory to Him (John 15:8). Even in our manner of death, we can glorify God
(see John 21:19).

To glorify God is to extol His attributes, praise His works, trust His name, and obey His Word. He is holy, faithful, merciful, gracious,
loving, majestic, sovereign, powerful, and omniscient—and that’s just for starters. His works are wonderful, wise, marvelous, and
fearfully complex. His Word is “perfect . . . trustworthy . . . right . . . radiant . . . pure . . . firm . . . precious” (Psalm 19:7-10). His
salvation is astonishing, timely, and near. No matter how loudly or widely we proclaim the glory of God, He is worthy of more.

In the refrain of her 1875 hymn, “To God Be the Glory,” Fanny Crosby exhorts us to do what is right by extolling the Lord for all His
work:

“O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
and give Him the glory, great things He has done!”

Related Resources:

= What is the glory of God?
= How can | glorify God in everything | do?

C H Spurgeon - The Son glorified by the Father and the Father by the Son (full sermon)

‘These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy
Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.” John 17:1

The rending of the veil at the moment of his death was the glorifying of Christ, for now there is for us a way to the throne of God,
which before had been closed. Then the opening of his pierced side was another glorifying of him, for the fount is to believers the
effectual cleansing of both the guilt and power of sin; and thus the Saviour’s pierced heart glorified him in its power to bless. Then
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that poor body lay in the grave, wrapped in the linen and spices. But the Father glorified even that dead body which men thought to
be corruptible, for it saw no corruption. During the three days and nights no worm could come near it, nor trace of decay. That crystal
vase in which the rich ointment of the Saviour’s soul had dwelt must not be injured. ‘A bone of him shall not be broken. Beautified by
those scars, that body must be safely guarded by watching angels till the morning came. It barely dawned. As yet the sun was rising,
and lo the Sun of righteousness himself arose! As a man rising from his couch puts on his garments, so did our Lord put on the
vesture of the body which he had laid aside, and came again into the world, alive as to his body and soul, a perfect man. It was a
grand glorifying of Christ when the Father raised him from the dead, and he was seen by his disciples once again. Death had no
bands wherewith to hold him. The sepulchre’s ward could not confine the unequalled prisoner. Declared to be glorious by the
resurrection from the dead, his prayer was heard. And after only a few weeks there came another glory; from the brow of Olivet he
gently ascended, floating in the air from the company of his disciples, rising up in the midst of angels till a cloud received him out of
human sight. His Father glorified him.

Jon Courson - ...The hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. John 17:1
Prayer is not the way to get God to do our will in heaven. Prayer is the way to get us to do His will on earth.

Once this is understood, you will find yourself praying in an entirely different manner. And that’'s what Jesus is doing here. ‘Glorify
Me, He prays, ‘so that You might be glorified—even if that means being pinned to the Cross of Calvary.’

‘That sounds sadistic,” you say.

Not at all, because on the other side of the Cross is a crown—joy unspeakable, full of great glory. We only see five months or ten
years down the road. But God sees the next ten zillion years.

You see, Jesus allowing the Father to be glorified through Him ultimately bought a Bride for Him for all eternity.

It's so radical when a believer finally gets the big picture and stops saying, ‘God do it my way.” God is not Burger King. We can’t give
orders about how things should be done and then complain when we don’t get the lettuce and onions we asked for. God is not
Burger King—He’s the King of Kings, and He sees what is going to be absolutely best in the long run. (BORROW A Day's Journey:
365 Daily Meditations from the Word PAGE 91)

David Jeremiah - Sermon - Living for the Glory of God John 17:1-5

Introduction: When Jesus offered His Priestly Prayer in John 17, perhaps the most important word is the little termAS (John 17:2,
11,14, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23). God treats us as He treats Christ.

A.  We Have the Same Life as Christ Has (John 17:2).

We Have the Same Security as Christ Has (John 17:11).

We Have the Same Hostility from the World as Christ Has (John 17:14, 16).
We Have the Same Mission as Christ Has (John 17:18).

We Have the Same Unity as Christ Has with the Father (John 17:21-22).
We Have the Same Gilory as Christ Has with the Father (John 17:22).

We Have the Same Love as Christ Has from the Father (John 17:23).
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Jesus’ relationship to the Father is the pattern for our relationship to Him. If we will be to Jesus what Jesus is to the Father, then
Jesus will be to us what the Father is to Jesus.

1. Jesus Lived by Divine Purpose (John 17:2). His purpose was to give eternal life for all given Him by the Father. John 17 speaks
seven times of our having been given to Him by the Father. The love-gift of God to the world is Christ, and the love-gift of Christ to
the Father are Christians. The pressure never got in His way because His mind was fixed on the goal. Don’t get caught up in side
issues. Keep your mind fixed on what God has ordained for you.

2. Jesus Lived by Divine Power (John 17:2). The power to accomplish His purpose was delegated to Him from the Father. All
authority was given to Him, even as He sends us out as His disciple-makers (see John 17:28).

3. Jesus Lived by Divine Plan (John 17:1). When Jesus said, “Father, the hour is come,” He was tapping into a current of thought
about His “hour” seen repeatedly in John’s Gospel.

A. Nothing Should Distract You (John 2:4). In John 2:4, Jesus told His mother, “My hour has not yet come.” It
wasn’'t a rebuke or a refusal to deal with the problem at hand. But Jesus was saying, “The time for Me to be
submissive to the authority of man is not here yet, though | will do what you asked right now.” Not even a
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marriage could distract Him. Most of us start out to accomplish something, then things come along; before we
know it, the goal gets lost. When you have God’s purpose in your mind, nothing can distract you.

B. Nothing Should Destroy You (John 7:30). Those seeking to harm Christ couldn’t, for His time had not yet
come. When you live according to God’s plan, nothing can destroy you. Our lives are immortal until our work is
done.

C. Nothing Should Discourage You (John 12:27). This is sort of a pre-Gethsemane experience. Though
troubled, Jesus didn’t let His overwhelming anguish dissuade Him from the task.

D. Nothing Should Disappoint You (John 16:32). Jesus said, “The hour is coming ... that you will be scattered.
... Yet | am not alone, because the Father is with Me.” Sometimes you feel you’re the only one who
understands what God wants you to do. But you cannot be disappointed.

E. Nothing Should Defeat You (John 17:1). As the hour approached, the goal was in sight, the purpose was
before Him, and this was His hour of glory. He could not be defeated because He had a purpose from God,
and the plan was on schedule. Verse 4 is an epitaph on His life: “I have finished the work You gave Me to do.”
Our goal is not to find out how much work we can do. It’s to find out the work God has given us to do.

Conclusion: Are you bold and courageous enough to find out what God wants you to do? Have you a purpose clearly in mind? Are
you willing to submit that purpose to the empowering of the Holy Spirit and then stay on schedule to see that done? Some of you
young people are in college. You may get discouraged and want to quit. God says, “Here is My plan and purpose for you. You'd
better stay on schedule, My friends.” God has that purpose fixed for you out there. He wants you to accomplish it. Stay on schedule.

QUESTION - What can we learn from the prayers that Jesus prayed?

ANSWER - The prayers Jesus prayed give us insight into His nature, His heart, and His mission on earth. The prayers of Jesus also
inform and encourage us in our own prayer lives. Far more important than where He prayed, when He prayed, and in what position
He prayed is the fact that He prayed. The theme of His prayers is instructive for all of us.

Prayer was an integral part of Jesus’ time on earth, and He prayed regularly: “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed”
(Luke 5:16). If the Son incarnate found it necessary to commune with the Father frequently, how much more do we need to do so?
Jesus faced persecution, trials, heartache, and physical suffering. Without regular and continual access to the throne of God, He
would surely have found those events unbearable. In the same way, Christians must never neglect to “approach God’s throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

What is often called “The Lord’s Prayer” is actually a teaching tool of Christ as part of His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:9-13). In

this model prayer, Jesus teaches us to approach God as “our Father”; to hallow God’s name; to pray for God’s will; and to ask for
daily provision, forgiveness, and spiritual protection.

In addition to His regular times of prayer, Jesus prayed at some important events in His life: He prayed at His baptism (Luke 3:21—
22); before feeding the 5,000 (Luke 9:16) and the 4,000 (Matthew 15:36); and at the moment of His transfiguration (Luke 9:29).
Before Jesus chose His twelve disciples, He “spent the night praying to God” on a mountainside (Luke 6:12).

Jesus prayed at the return of the 72 disciples: “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes,
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do”” (Luke 10:21).

Jesus prayed at Lazarus’ tomb. As they rolled away the stone from His friend’s tomb, “Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, | thank you
that you have heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may
believe that you sent me” (John 11:41-42). This is a good example of prayer prayed in the hearing of others for the sake of the
hearers.

In Jerusalem the week of His arrest, Jesus predicted His soon-to-come death. As He spoke of His coming sacrifice, Jesus prayed a
very short prayer: “Father, glorify your name!” (John 12:28). In response to Jesus’ prayer, a voice from heaven said, “| have glorified
it, and will glorify it again.” Spending a last few minutes with His disciples on the night of His arrest, Jesus prayed an extended
prayer known today as His “high priestly prayer” (John 17) on behalf of His own, those given to Him by the Father (verse 6). In this
prayer, Jesus is the Intercessor for His children (cf. Hebrews 7:25). He prays “not . . . for the world, but for those you have given me,
for they are yours” (verse 9). He prays that they would have His joy (verse 13) and that God would keep them from the evil one
(verse 15). He prays for His own to be sanctified by the truth, which is the Word of God (verse 17), and to be unified in that truth
(verses 21-23). In the John 17 prayer, Jesus looks to the future and includes all those who would ever believe in Him (verse 20).
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Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane just before His arrest (Matthew 26:36—46). He had asked His disciples to pray with Him,
but they fell asleep instead. Jesus’ agonized prayer in the garden is a model of submission and sacrifice: “My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you will” (verse 39). Three times Jesus prayed this.

Jesus even prayed from the cross, in the midst of His agony. His first prayer echoes Psalm 22:1 and expresses His deep distress:
“About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? (which means “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”) (Matthew 27:46). Jesus also prayed for the forgiveness of those who were torturing Him to death: “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). In His final breath, Jesus continued to express His faith in
God: “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46).

Several themes are apparent in Jesus’ prayers. One is the giving of thanks to the Father. Praise was a regular part of Jesus’
prayers. Another theme is His communion with the Father; His relationship with His heavenly Father naturally resulted in His desire
to spend time communicating with Him. The third theme in Jesus’ prayers is His submission to the Father. Our Lord’s prayers were
always in accordance with God’s will.

Just as Jesus gave thanks, we should in all things pray with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6—7). As God’s adopted children, we should
naturally desire to talk to God (Ephesians 3:12). And in everything we should seek the Lord’s will above our own. Jesus prayed in a
variety of settings, public and private. He prayed in times of joy and times of sorrow. He prayed for Himself, and He prayed for others.
He prayed to express thanks, to petition for needs, and to commune with His Father. Jesus set the example of how we should trust
God, submit to God, and seek fellowship with God.

To this day, Jesus continues to pray for His own from His exalted position in heaven at the right hand of God. Scripture says He
makes intercession for those who belong to Him (Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34; 1 John 2:1). It is significant that, at Jesus’ ascension,
He was taken away from His disciples into heaven “while he was blessing them” (Luke 24:51). That blessing has never stopped.
Jesus will continue to bless those who come to God through faith in Christ until He comes again.

James Smith - CHRIST’S GIFTS TO HIS OWN JOHN 17

In approaching this chapter we feel as if we were passing through the veil into the holiest of all. This prayer of our Great High Priest,
just before He offered Himself upon the altar of the Cross as the sacrifice for the sin of the world, is in itself a great unveiling of holy
things. Here every petition is a revelation, every declaration a discovery. From these—Christ's own words—we shall note first of all
some of the blessings He has conferred upon His own. Observe the—

I. Life of God. “Thou hast given Him authority over all flesh, that ... to them He should give eternal life” (John 17:2, R.V.). This
eternal life consists in knowing God and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent (v. 3). To know Him is to be made a partaker of His nature,
to be adopted into His family as “sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty.” When Christ condescended to take upon Him the
likeness of sinful flesh, God gave Him authority over all flesh, that He might give this life to all who believe.

Il. Name of God. “| have manifested Thy Name unto the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world” (John 17:6).

The life and work of Jesus Christ was “the Lord proclaiming the Name of the LORD, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” In manifesting the Name of God, He was manifesting His nature. He could truly
say, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” But only those given Him “out of the world” could receive this gracious revelation.
“The world by wisdom knew not God.”

lll. Words of God. “I have given them the words which Thou gavest Me” (John 17:8).

This thought is frequently expressed in this Gospel (John 12:49; 14:10). Those who have been made alive unto God must feed upon
the words of the Living God. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Christ
Himself is the truth, because the words He spake were the very words and doctrines taught Him by the Eternal Father. “I and My
Father are One.” One in nature and in purpose, One in will, in deed, and in truth. “The words that | speak unto you are spirit and life.”
As He lived by faith in those words given Him, so shall we. “Believe, and thou shalt see.”

IV. Service of God. “| am glorified in them” (John 17:10).

As the Father was glorified in the Son (John 17:4), so the Son is to be glorified in His own. The words of God have been given us as
they were given to Jesus Christ His Son, for a very definite and gracious purpose, that God might be glorified in faithful and
successful service (v. 4). The privilege of working for Him is a precious gift. Alas, that so many should neglect to stir up this gift. How
is Christ to be glorified in us unless there is whole-hearted surrender to His will and work, as He was to the will and work which the
Father gave Him to do? Was not this what the apostle meant when he said, “Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by
life or by death?” (Phil. 1:20).
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V. Glory of God. “And the glory which Thou hast given Me | have given unto them” (John 17:22, R.V.).

What glory was this that Christ received from God the Father, and passed on to His disciples? Did not this glory consist in God’s
nature and Name, His words and work, which were given to the Son, and which in grace He has imparted to His followers? As He is,
so are we. There is, besides, the glory that is yet to be revealed when we shall be with Him where He is (John 17:24). As God gave
Him the glory of Sonship and heirship, so hath He given this glory to us who believe (John 1:12). The purpose of this manifold gift is,
“that they all may be one,” even as Christ and the Father are One (v. 22). What would be the results if this glory was really witnessed
by the world?

VI. Love of God. “I made known unto them Thy Name, and will make it known that the love wherewith Thou lovedst Me may be in
them” (John 17:26).

Christ hath made known, and will go on making known the Name (character) of God, that His nature which is love may be
continually nurtured in us. This He does by the gift of the Holy Ghost, who sheds this love abroad in our hearts(Ro 5:5). It is
surely a heart-searching thought that our Lord should close His great unveiling priestly prayer with this testimony, that the purpose
for which He had faithfully declared the Name of God was that the love which God had for His Son might be in us. Has this grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ been in vain to us? Are we rejoicing in the depth, the fullness, and the eternity of this love? Is this love being
revealed to others through us, as it has been revealed through Christ to us?

James Smith - CHRIST’S PETITIONS FOR HIS OWN JOHN 17

This is one of the chapters of which Baxter in his “Saint’s Rest” says, “It is of more value than all the other books in the world.” But
the veil that is over the heart needs to be taken away, before the hidden glory can be seen. This is not a prayer for the world. “| pray
not for the world.” His cry for the perishing world came out of His agonised heart while hanging on the Cross (Luke 23:34). Here He
pleads for those that had been given Him out of the world. He prayed that they might be—

I. Kept by the Father. “Holy Father, keep them in Thine own Name which Thou hast given Me” (John 17:11).

To be kept in His own Name is to be kept in His own character and likeness; is to be continually acknowledged and claimed as His
own sons and daughters. They are to be kept in that Name which Christ had manifested to them (John 17:6). “The Name of the Lord
is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it and are safe” (Prov. 18:10).

Il. Happy in Themselves. “Now | come to Thee ... that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves” (John 17:13).

He who was the “Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief,” was no stranger to that joy which is in the Holy Ghost (Ro 14:17). If His
joy had been in Himself alone, how could He impart it to others? But being in the Holy Spirit, this He could and did give. The Lord’s
people are not asked to put on a smiling face without possessing a smiling heart. This holy personal joy is the joy of true fellowship
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, in the communion of the Holy Ghost (1 John 1:3, 4).

lll. Protected from the Devil. “l pray ... that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15, R.V.).

Christ knew, from personal experience, the subtle dangers that lay in being tempted of the Devil, so He prays here that we might be
kept from yielding to his illusive devices. “When ye pray, say, Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” (Matt.
6:13, R.V.). “He that is begotten of God keepeth Him, and the evil one toucheth him not” (1 John 5:18, R.V.). While we by faith keep
hold of Him who has destroyed the works of the Devil, God will keep us by His mighty power from the evil one.

IV. Holy unto God. “Sanctify them in Thy truth ... for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also might be truly sanctified” ¥v. 17,
19, margin).

As He consecrated, or set Himself apart for us, He prays that we may be consecrated (set apart) for Him. He says, “As the Father
sent Me into the world, even so have | sent them into the world” (v. 18). He delivered the same message to His disciples after His
resurrection (John 20:21). Ye are not your own, ye are, in the purpose of His grace, separated unto Himself, “therefore glorify God in
your body and your spirit, which are His.”

V. Useful unto Others. “Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe in Me through their word” ¥. 20).

Then Christ expected that others would believe on His Name through them; that the “other sheep” which were not of this little fold,
were to hear His voice “through their word,” and be brought into the one flock under the one Shepherd (John 10:16). Let your light so
shine—that light which He hath shined into your hearts—that others, seeing the good works of God in you, may glorify your Father
which is in Heaven. He hath blessed us, that we might be made a blessing. Let us see that the Holy One is not limited in His saving
grace by our unbelief (Ps. 78:41).



VI. United One to Another. He prayed also, “That they all may be one” (v. 21).

There is here a double union. His request to the Father is that as brethren, they might be one in themselves, and as sons, they might
be “one in us ... as Thou Father art in Me, and | in Thee.” How blessed Christian fellowship would be, if it resembled the fellowship
that exists between the Father and the Son. That they may be one as we are, is the longing of Christ’s heart (Gal. 3:28). The
anticipated outcome of this is, “That the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” The world still needs to know that love of God
which sent His Son to save it (John 3:16).

VII. Glorified with Christ. “Father, | will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am, that they may behold My
glory” (v. 24).

When He shall appear, we shall be like Him. Here we are more familiar with the sufferings of Christ than with the glory which is now
His with the Father; but our afflictions, which are light compared with His, are working out for us as His afflictions wrought out for
Him, “an exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). If we suffer with Him, we shall also be glorified together with Him. Our
eyes have often been dimmed with tears while beholding His sufferings, but all tears shall be wiped away and every heart
questioning hushed when we behold His glory. We cannot say of the prayers of Christ, as with the prayers of David, that “they are
ended,” for they are still being fulfilled. May we, through our sanctified lives, help to give Him these desires of His heart.

James Smith - THE CHRISTIAN’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE WORLD JOHN 17
I. They are Taken Out of the World. “The men which Thou gavest Me out of the world” (John 17:6).

The world, as such, is a ruined mass, lying in the lap of the evil one; being coddled by the illusions and guided
by the false principles of the god of this world; but the followers of Jesus Christ have in spirit been lifted up out
of the whole thing, as out of an horrible pit and miry clay, and have been established in the Kingdom of our
God, and of His Christ, which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. “Ye are not of the world,
even as | am not of the world.”

Il. They are Distinguished from the World. “| pray for them: | pray not for the world” (John 17:9).

As soon as we become separated in spirit from the world, we come under a new set of laws in the Kingdom of
grace. We are dealt with as children of God, not as the mere offspring of His creative power. Christ loves His
own with a love which is peculiar to His own. While He has the love of pity for the world, He has the love of
pleasure for His own. Because they are in heart for Him, He in heart and power is for them; so all things work
together for good to them that love Him.

lll. They are In the World “But these are in the world” (John 17:11).

As to their spirit and purpose, they are out of the world, but as to their bodily presence and influence, they are
still in the world. In the world, but not of it, even as Christ was (John 17:16). In the world, not as a branch in the
vine, but as a light in the darkness; not as a member in the body, but as a physician in the hospital. In the
world, not as a “man of the world,” but as a “man of God”; not as its slave, but as its victor.

IV. They are Hated by the World. “The world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as | am not of the world”
(John 17:14).

There was no hatred until He had given them the Word of God. “I have given them Thy Word, and the world
hath hated them.” This God-given Word, when received, so revolutionised their minds and hearts that the world
did not know them, and so contrary did they become to the world’s ways and maxims that they hated them.
The worldly wise and the worldly prudent cannot receive those precious things which God is prepared to
reveal unto babes (Matt. 11:25). The hatred of the world is a trifling matter to those whose hearts are filled with
the love of God.

V. They are Kept from the god of this World.“l pray ... that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15, R.V.).

He does not pray that we should be taken out of this world, but kept from the evil one who rules in it. We need
not weary to get out of this world so long as we can be made a perpetual miracle and monument of His
keeping power in it. We are surely at perfect liberty to claim, for the honour of Christ's own Name, the daily
fulfilment of this prayer in our own lives. Our beloved gourds may wither, but His promise cannot.

VI. They are Sent Into the World.“As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have | also sent them into the world” (John 17:18).

Every Spirit-anointed one is sent to preach good tidings (Luke 4:18). As Christ was sent into the world to seek



and save that which was lost, so also are we. As He was an ambassador for God, so also are we for Jesus
Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). As He was not sent on His own charges, so neither are we. As He was in the world, not
on His own account but as a Sent One, so are we. Those sent by Him will be equipped by Him for the work,
as He was equipped by the Father which sent Him. “As My Father hath sent Me, even so send | you” (John
20:21).

VIl. They are Indwelt for the Salvation of the World “I in them, and Thou in Me ... that the world may know” (John 17:23).

As the Father was in the Son, so the Son desires to be in us, that the world may know the love of God. Christ
fulfilled, in a perfect manner, all required of Him, but what miserable counterfeits many of us are. The Son has
given Himself as freely to us as the Father gave Himself to the Son, that His great love might triumph in us and
through us. As God so loved the world that He gave His Son, so doth the Son so love the world that He gives
His Spirit-filled followers, and for the self-same purpose. “Christ liveth in me,” says Paul (Gal. 2:20), and all the
world knows to what a God-honouring result. The one thing needful that this world needs to know is THE
LOVE OF GOD; not only God’s love to the world, but His love to His Son, and to them that love Him. “That
Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me.” May this love be shed abroad in our hearts, and out through
our hearts into this cold Christ-neglecting world around us.

F B Meyer - John 17:1 Father, the hour is come; glorify the Son, that the Son may glorify Thee. (R.V.)

In one form or another we are constantly asking the Father to glorify us. Glorify me, O Father, we cry, by giving me the largest
congregation in the town; by commencing a great revival in my mission, by increasing my spiritual power, so that | shall be greatly
sought after. Of course, we do not state our reasons quite so concisely; but this is really what we mean. And then we wonder why
the answer tarries. Is it not because our Father dare not trust us with glory? He knows that we would become proud and self-
conscious; that we would ascribe our success to the strength of our arm and the swiftness of our foot. Nothing would be more
harmful to our Christian growth. But when we desire glory only that we may be able better to glorify Jesus, then there will be no stint
in what He will confer on us. Glory, like a golden river, will pour into our hearts and lives.

Oh for this absorbing passion for the glory of Jesus! To be able to pray “Thy kingdom come,” without reference to our share in
securing its advent. To be as glad when another scores a great success, as though it had been ourselves who had won the laurels.
To pray as eagerly for the success of others as of ourselves. Here is an ideal which seems inaccessible, as it ridicules all our natural
attempts to win it. To be pleased to suffer, to fail, to be counted nothing and nobody, if only our dear Lord is extolled, exalted, and
made very high — is this possible?

Do you choose it? Then be of good cheer. This is the hunger which God has promised to satisfy. He never shows you your lack of a
grace without pledging Himself thereby to realize it for you. Yes, this blessed experience shall come even to you. You shall be
taught the blessed lesson of perfect love. (Our Daily Homily)

THE LORD’S BODY - John H Jowett
“I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” —John 17:4

THIS quiet confession is in itself a token of our Lord’s divinity. The serenity in which He makes His claims is as stupendous as the
claims themselves. “Finished,” perfected in the utmost refinement, to the last, remotest detail! Nothing scamped, nothing overlooked,
nothing forgotten! Everything which concerns thy redemption and my redemption has been accomplished. “It is finished!”

“And now ... | come to Thee.” The visible Presence is withdrawn. There is no longer in our midst a Jesus whose body we can bruise
and crucify. “But these are in the world.” Yes, and His disciples are now His body. He becomes reincarnated in them. If they refuse
Him a body, He has none! He looks through their eyes, listens through their ears, speaks through their lips, ministers through their
hands, goes on sacred pilgrimages with their feet! “Know ye not that ye are the body?”

Does my discipleship offer my Lord a limb? Can He communicate with the world through me? Does my discipleship multiply His
powers of expression? Has He more eyes, more ears, more hands because | am a member of His Church? Or——?

J J Knapp - Father, the Hour is Come John 17:1

At the banks of the Brook Kidron Jesus stopped with the apostles. The dark garden, wherein He would be wrung by a sorrow unto
death, lay before Him. However, before the struggle in the shadow of the garden of olives would begin, He lifted up His eyes to
heaven and poured out His soul in the High Priestly Prayer, from which we read the first part just a moment ago. Holy stillness. Holy
night! He prayed for Himself. Next He prayed for His disciples. Finally, He prayed for all those who would later believe in Him by their



words of the gospel.

First He prayed for Himself: “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee!” It was as if He reminded
the Father of a holy agreement, that was made between them in the stiliness of eternity: “Father, the hour is come!” The great hour,
that was prepared throughout the centuries, for which the patriarchs had been longing, that had been predicted by the prophets; the
terrible hour, in which the ransom for the salvation of the world would be paid for by the blood of His heart and in which the cry of
anxiety would sound like a raw scream across Golgotha: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” but then also the happy
hour of heavenly exultation that would follow immediately upon the suffering,—“Father, the hour is come!” And not: “Destroy thy
Son,” but viewing beyond the night to the eternal light: “Glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee!” He desired to be glorified,
not for His own benefit, but to be allowed to glorify the Father from the heavenly glory. Truly, that has been His work throughout all
centuries till the present day. He is not idle in heaven, but all He does by the ministry of His gospel and the power of His Spirit,
purposes the glorification of God in a world that does not know the praise of the Almighty. He is glorified so that He will glorify the
Father, so that He shall gain souls for Him, make sinners bow before Him, and fill the world with the knowledge of the only true God
and of Jesus Christ, His Son.

Has also not for us the hour come to kneel before that high and great God and His Christ? Our life has accumulated many hours
already and all these hours have a history that puts us often to shame. As long as the hour of grace has not begun, the best hour of
life is still lacking. Let therefore every one pray, “Father, glorify thy Son,” glorify Him to our hearts as Mediator and King;—yes, that
be the prayer we send up on high with eyes lifted up to heaven, so that also the hour of our death may be an hour of exultation and
glorification by God’s grace.

F B Meyer - Jesus Prays for His Own John 17:1-10.

In Christ's own oratory we hear him pray. But how wonderful! There is a tone of expectant faith in this marvelous prayer of assured
trust, as if he knew that he was asking what was in his Father’s heart and thought. The Lord speaks as if he had already passed
through death, and were pleading before the throne. He is glad to have authority only that he may use it to give life.

The Father’s gift to Jesus consisted in the men who followed him, the word he spoke, the works he did, the name he bore. How
careful the Good Shepherd was of those who had been given to him! He prayed for them, he kept them, he entrusted them as his
dying legacy to his Father’s care. Though he did not pray directly for the world, he was doing his best for it, in concentrating all his
solicitude on those who were to be the messengers of his gospel.

In v. 10 we are reminded of Luke 15:31. The very words which the father said to the elder brother are here appropriated by our Lord;
and we are taught that we have the privilege of entering on the same inheritance of grace and power as our Lord had. He won for
us, unworthy though we are, the privilege of saying, All thine are mine. If only we believed this, and lived as children in our Father’s
house, how different life would become.

Spurgeon - Can there be found, in all the records of mankind, in all the documents that have ever been preserved, anything that can
match this record of our Saviour’s great intercessory prayer? He seems to pray here as if he stood already within the veil; not
pleading in agony as he did in the garden of Gethsemane, but speaking with that authority with which he is clothed now that his work
on earth is done. There is as much of the divine as of the human in this prayer, and it is remarkable that in it our Lord does not make
any confession of sin on account of his people. He does not come before God here, as it were in form a pauper is, with many pleas,
but the burden of his prayer is that he may be glorified, and that his Father may be glorified in him. The words of the prayer are
amongst the most simple that could have been selected, but oh, the depths that lie hidden beneath them! | do not think that, this side
of heaven, any of us can know to the full the meaning of this wondrous chapter. May the Holy Spirit graciously grant us a glimpse of
the glorious truths that are here revealed!

QUESTION - What is Jesus' High Priestly Prayer?

ANSWER - John 17 contains the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in any of the Gospels. Jesus prays this after He finishes His final
instructions to the disciples and before He is betrayed, arrested, and crucified. First, Jesus prays for Himself, then He prays for His
disciples, and He closes the prayer by praying for all believers. This intercessory prayer is commonly called Jesus’ High Priestly
Prayer.

The office of high priest was instituted at Mount Sinai when God gave the Law to the Israelites through Moses. Aaron and,
subsequently, his descendants were chosen to be priests who were responsible for interceding for Israel before God (Exodus 28 —
29). One priest was selected as the high priest who would enter the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement to offer the sacrifice that
would temporarily cover the sins of the people (Hebrews 9:7). When Jesus came, He offered His life as the ultimate sacrifice that
would not only cover the sins of the people but completely cleanse His people and save them. Jesus is the ultimate High Priest, and
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His intercession for us in John 17 is a wonderful, multilayered example of His love.

As Jesus begins His High Priestly Prayer, He reveals that His purpose in coming to earth was to glorify the Father by giving eternal
life to those who believe in Him. Although Jesus is God and was with the Father before the world began (John 17:5), He humbled
Himself and came to earth as a man so people would know “the only true God, and Jesus Christ” whom He sent (John 17:3). Now,
the hour had come when Jesus’ work on earth would be finished (John 17:1), and Jesus asks the Father to glorify Him as He
prepared to finish the work that would “give eternal life” to those who believe in Him (John 17:2).

Jesus continues His High Priestly Prayer by praying for His disciples. The eleven who remained with Him had accepted Jesus’
words, knew that He is God, and believed that the Father sent Him (John 17:8). Jesus talks about the Father giving the disciples to
Him and the disciples belonging to the Father; Jesus and the Father have everything in common (John 17:6, 9—10). Jesus mentions
that glory has come to Him through the disciples (John 17:10). Jesus prays that the Father would protect the disciples since He will
no longer be present in the world. He prays not that they will be removed from the world but specifically that they would be protected
from the evil one (John 17:15) by the power of Jesus’ name (John 17:11). Jesus says that the world hates the disciples because
they are not of the world, just as Jesus is not of the world (John 17:14, 16). But Jesus has given His followers the Word and sent
them into the world, just as the Father sent Jesus (John 17:18). Jesus prays that His disciples would be sanctified by the truth, which
is God’s Word (John 17:17) and that they would be unified (John 17:11).

After praying for His disciples, Jesus also prays for everyone who will believe in Him through their message (John 17:21). Jesus’
desire, expressed in His High Priestly Prayer, is that all of His followers would be in complete unity, just as He and the Father are in
perfect unity (John 17:21). Jesus prays for believers to be in God so that the world will believe in Jesus (John 17:21). When
believers are united and abide in God, the world will know that God loves them and that He sent Jesus for them (John 17:23). Jesus
loves the world, and His sacrifice that brings eternal life is for anyone who believes (John 3:16—17). Jesus says He has given
believers His glory that they may be one as He is one with the Father (John 17:22). Jesus also prays that all who believe in Him will
be with Him and see His glory (John 17:24). Jesus affirms that, whereas the world does not know the Father, He does, and He has
made the Father known to His disciples. Jesus will continue to reveal God to His followers so that God’s love will be in His disciples
and that Jesus Himself will be in them (John 17:25-26).

Jesus says that He prayed the High Priestly Prayer because He was going to the Father soon and He wanted His disciples to “have
the full measure of my joy within them” (John 17:13).

As our Great High Priest, Jesus continues to intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25), and His High Priestly Prayer is an example of what
His intercession looks like. Jesus “is able to save completely those who come to God through him” (Hebrews 7:25). His High Priestly
Prayer, with its themes of unity, indwelling, glory, and giving, shows the profound extent of that salvation.

QUESTION - Does Jesus pray for us?

ANSWER- Prayer is the act of communicating with God. We know that prayer was a big part of Jesus’ life while He was on earth
(Luke 6:12; Mark 14:32; Matthew 26:36). He spent considerable time alone with His Father. Most of the time, what He prayed about
we can only speculate on; however, a few places in the New Testament tell us exactly what He prayed for. In Matthew 19:13, He
prayed for little children. In Luke 22:32, He tells us that He prayed for Peter’s faith to remain strong. And in John 17, Jesus’ High
Priestly Prayer, He prayed for His followers and “for those who will believe in me through their message” (verse 20). That's us! Now
that Jesus has ascended back into heaven, He still prays for us. His ministry on our behalf continues (Hebrews 7:25).

Jesus is our “Advocate with the Father” (1 John 2:1). An advocate is one who pleads a case for another. Advocates stand in the
place of those who cannot speak for themselves. Jesus, as our Advocate, stands in our place before the Father and pleads on our
behalf. Jesus’ advocacy is sure to be effectual, because He is the one of whom the Father said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with
him | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Jesus’ prayers for us are constant, and they are perfect.

We have an Advocate in Christ, but we also have an accuser: Satan, who accuses us night and day (Revelation 12:10; Zechariah
3:1). Our mortal enemy broadcasts our sins before God, mocking and insulting the ones Jesus bought for His own. But Romans
8:33—-34 says we need not worry about Satan’s malice because Jesus, our Advocate, is more powerful: “Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—
more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”

In John 17, Jesus prays for His followers, and from that prayer we can learn the kinds of things Jesus might be praying for us now.
Jesus prays for us that we would do and be these things:

* Know God and His Son, Jesus Christ (John 17:3)
* Be protected from apostasy (John 17:11)
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Hebrews 4:14-16 describes Jesus as our great High Priest. Because of His intercession for us, we have access to the Father
ourselves: “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to
the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Despite what we may face in this life, we can live with the

* Be one in spirit as the Father and Son are one (John 17:11)

* Be filled with His joy (John 17:13)

* Be kept from the evil one (John 17:15)

* Be sanctified through God’s Word (John 17:17)

» Remain unified in Christ throughout the generations (John 17:20-21)

* Let our love convey Christ's message to the world (John 17:23)

« Join Him in heaven for all eternity (John 17:24)

 Experience the same kind of love for each other that the Father and Son share (John 17:26)

confident assurance that, if we belong to Jesus, He is always praying for us.

Related Resource:

= If Jesus was God, how could He pray to God?

John 17:2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.

KJV John 17:2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him.

BGT John 17:2 kB ¢ dwKkoG T EOUO OV TT ONG OOPK G, VOV O BWKOG & T & 0 &xT0 G {w V & VIOV.

NET John 17:2 just as you have given him authority over all humanity, so that he may give eternal life to
everyone you have given him.

CSB John 17:2 for You gave Him authority over all flesh; so He may give eternal life to all You have given
Him.
ESV John 17:2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him.
NIV John 17:2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you

have given him.

NLT John 17:2 For you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have
given him.

= As: John 3:35 Jn 5:21-29 Ps 2:6-12 110:1 Da 7:14 Mt 11:27 28:18 1Co 15:25 Eph 1:20 Php 2:10 Heb 1:2 2:8,9 1Pe 3:22

=« You gave Him authority: John 17:24 Jn 4:14 6:27,54-57 10:28 11:25,26 Ro 6:23 Col 3:3,4 1Ti 1:16 1Jn 1:2 2:25 5:20 Jude

1:21

= to all whom You have given Him: John 6:37,39 Jn 10:29

Related Passages:

John 5:27 and He (THE FATHER) gave Himauthority (exousia) to execute judgment, because He is the Son
of Man.

Matthew 11:27 “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him.

Luke 10:22 “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father,and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “Allauthority (exousia) has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth.
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John 10:18 “No one has taken it away from Me, but | lay it down on My own initiative. | haveauthority
(exousia) to lay it down, and | haveauthority (exousia) to take it up again. This commandment | received
from My Father.”

John 19:10-11 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that | haveauthority
(exousia) to release You, and | have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no

authority (exousia) over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to
you has the greater sin.”

John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me (COMPARE Jn 6:44), and the one who comes to
Me | will certainly not cast out. (NOTE - FIRST CLAUSE IS GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY IN ELECTION. SECOND
CLAUSE IS MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO COME TO JESUS.

John 6:39 “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that ofall that He has given Me | lose nothing, but raise it up
on the last day.

John 10:29 ‘My Father, Who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatich them
out of the Father’s hand.

John 5:24 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, haseternal life,
and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of (SPIRITUAL) death into life.

Even as (just as - NET) You gave Him authority (exousia) over all flesh (sarx - humanity) - God the Father has given to His Son
the right and the might or power over every human being ever born. What would Jesus' authority include? In this context the Father
gives to His Son the right and the mighty to determine the destiny of all flesh, all humanity!

Note - Gave or given (same verb didomi) is a key verb in John 17 occurring 13x in 11 verses. Jn. 17:2; Jn.
17:4;Jn.17:6;JIn.17:7;In. 17:8; In. 17:9; In. 17:11;Jn. 17:12; In. 17:14; In. 17:22; In. 17:24

Bob Utley on all flesh - The phrase “all flesh” is SINGULAR (a Hebrew idiom referring to mankind, cf. "ALL FLESH" in Ge. 6:12;
Ps. 65:2; Ps 145:21; Isa. 40:5; Isa 66:23; Joel 2:28).

That (hina - term of purpose) to all whom You have given (perfect tense = denotes the permanence of the gift) Him, He may give
eternal (aionios) life (zoe) - That (hina - term of purpose) expresses the purpose or result of the Father having given His Son
authority over all mankind. The Son can now give eternal life to the disciples. Notice in these words there is an allusion toelection,
for this group of mankind (taken from all mankind) are those who are to receive eternal life. Human beings created in the image of
God have been given by the Father to the Son with the express purpose that He would give themeternal life, in context signifying

that they would come to know the Father, for the only way to know the Father is to know the Son (cf Jn 17:3) Note that eternal life is
a gift from the Father through the Son and therefore is not something that can be earned or merited (cf Jn 5:21, 26; Jn 6:40, 47; Jn
10:28; 1Jn 2:25; 1Jn 5:11). It is solely a gift of God's grace to believing hearts and thus stands in marked contrast to the teachings of
every other so-called religion in the world regardless of what they call their "deity" (Allah, etc), for every religion teaches some
component of human merit or works as the means by which their members are "saved" (aka "Salvation by Works") See Why
is salvation by works the predominantly held viewpoint?

Try to explain divine election, and you may lose your mind.
Try to explain it away, and you may lose your soul.

Eternal life is a phrase that we can quickly read over and miss the great truth it conveys, the truth that our salvation is secure,
because if it were not, the phrase could not honestly be written as eternal or everlasting! It is not temporary life but eternal life! And
of course in context the word life (zoe) does not describe what every human being ever born has experienced, but it speaks of a
quality of life which is NOW (not just in eternity future), which is supernatural, which is spiritual (not natural - "resurrection life"),
which can be experienced in abundance (Jn 10:11+) and which is reserved only for the chosen (elect) sons of God, those who have
placed their faith in Christ Jesus. In fact, all non-believers are actually dead in their trespasses and sins and thus constitute the
"walking dead" (Eph 2:1+)! See also Assurance of Salvation. See note on eternal life

Eternal life is not endless time;

it is God'’s own life shared with us now.
It is not a quantity of time

but a quality of experience.

-- Warren Wiersbe

David Guzik expands on the picture of the "walking dead" as contrasted with believers -Lifeis active involvement in an
environment; death is the absence of that active involvement. Eternal life means that we are alive and active to God’s environment.
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If our lives are not dominated by God and the spiritual environment, we live life in the same dimension that animals do, and we live
as if we are dead to God and His environment.

Brian Bell - Did you know that believers are the Father’s gift to the Son? (see Jn 17:2,6,9,11,12 given) Just as Jesus is the Fathers
gift to us (3:16).

Bob Utley on all whom You have given Him - The term “all whom” is NEUTER and SINGULAR (cf. Jn 17:7, 24) which focuses on
disciples, the body of Christ, not individuals! The verb is PERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE which speaks of an enduring gift! This
speaks of foreknowledge and election (cf. Jn 17:6, 9, 12; 6:37, 39; Ro 8:29-30; Eph. 1:3—14). In the OT election was for service,
while in the NT it is for spiritual, secure, eternal salvation. Believers are also called to service. Election is not only a divine act, but a
human responsibility. It is not focused on death, but on life! Believers are chosen for “holiness” (cf. Eph. 1:4), not a for a privileged
standing. This phrase should not be understood as the Father giving some humans to Jesus and not others.

Spurgeon - In this verse you get the doctrines of general and particular redemption blended. By his death, Christ obtained power
over all flesh; his death had some relation to every man, but the special object of it was the salvation of the elect. The purpose of the
shower is to water one particular field; but the rain falls everywhere, so plenteous is the bounty of God. The object of Christ’s
atonement is to purchase eternal life for those who were given to him by his Father; but he has also obtained power over all
flesh......Here we have both the universality and the speciality of the work of divine mercy. Christ has power over all flesh, men are in
the power of the one Mediator, but there is this special object ever before him: “that he should give eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him.”.....Notice the doctrine of this verse. Here is the mention both of a general and a particular relation to Christ. “Thou
hast given him power over all flesh.” Never think of setting a limit to the value of Christ’s atoning sacrifice, never dream that you can
understand all its influences and all its bearings; by his death, Christ has power over all flesh. But notice also the special purpose
and object of redemption, observe how it applies particularly to the elect of God. The motive for the Father’s giving to Christ power
over all flesh is this, “that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.”(Exposition of John)

Authority (1849) exousia from éxesti = it is permitted, it is lawful) means the power to do something and was a technical term used
in the law courts, of a legal right. "Authority or right is the dominant meaning (of exousia) in the New Testament."
(Vincent) Exousia refers to delegated authority and combines the idea of the "right and the might", these attributes having been
granted to someone. Exousia has several nuances (1) freedom of choice, right to act, decide, etc (Jn 10:18), (2). ability, capability,
might, power (Mt 9:8); (3). authority, absolute power (Mt 21:23) (4) power or authority exercised by rulers, etc., by virtue of their
office .

EXOUSIA IN JOHN'S GOSPEL - Jn. 1:12; Jn. 5:27; Jdn. 10:18; Jn. 17:2; Jn. 19:10; Jn. 19:11;

Eternal (166) aionios from aion) means existing at all times, perpetual, pertaining to an unlimited duration of time (Ro 1:20 - God's
power, Mt 18:8 - God's place of judgment, Ro 16:26+ - God's attribute). Aionios (eternal) is the exact antithesis

o f proskairos (temporal). See additional discussion of aionios in study of eternal punishment, specifically the importance of
an accurate understanding of aionios as a refutation of the false teaching of universalism(everyone will be saved).

Thayer modified and summarized:

(1) without beginning or end, that which always has been and always will be: Ro 16:26, He 9:14. In
the Septuagint (LXX) aionios is used for everlasting (Hebrew = olam) referring to God (Study His wonderful
Name EI Olam: Everlasting God) - Ge 21:33, Is 26:4, Is 40:28, to His Covenant - Ge 9:16, Ge 17:7, 13, 19, Lv
24:8, Nu 18:19 2Sa 23:5, 1Ch 16:17, Ps 105:10, Is 24:5, Is 55:3, Is 61:8, Jer 32:40, Jer 50:5, Ezek 16:60, Ezek
37:26 (See related study - New Covenant in the Old Testament)

(2) Without beginning: Ro 16:25, 2Ti 1:9, Titus 1:2, Rev 14:6 = a gospel whose subject-matter is eternal, i. e.,
the saving purpose of God adopted from eternity)

(3) Without end, never to cease, everlasting:Eternal describes a number of entities in the NT -
- kingdom = 2Pe 1:11, glory = 2Co 4:17 2Ti 2:10, 1Pe 5:10; inheritance = He 9:15;redemption = He
9:12; comfort = 2Th 2:16; dwelling places = Lk 16:9, 2Co 5:1; salvation = He 5:9; punishment = Mt
25:46; destruction = 2Th 1:9; judgment = He 6:2; sin = Mk 3:29; . For eternal life see 41 uses below).

Life (2222) zoe in Scripture is used (1) to refer to physical life (Ro 8:38+, 1Co 3:22, Php 1:20+, Jas 4:14, etc) but more often to (2)
to supernatural life in contrast to a life subject to eternal death (Jn 3:36, see all 43 uses of "eternal life" below). This quality of life
speaks of fullness of life which alone belongs to God the Giver of life and is available to His children now (Ro 6:4+, Ep 4:18+) as
well as in eternity future (Mk 10:30, Titus 1:2+ on Eternal Life).

= Click for an in depth 8 PAGE discussion of zoe and see preceding discussion of "BIOS" in the New International Dictionary of
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the New Testament

= Click for an in depth 10 PAGE discussion of PSUCHE/PSYCHE [which is often translated LIFE] in the New International

Dictionary of the New Testament

ZOE IN JOHN - Jn. 1:4; Jn. 3:15; dn. 3:16; Jn. 3:36; Jn. 4:14; Jn. 4:36; Jn. 5:24; In. 5:26; Jn. 5:29; Jn. 5:39;
Jn. 5:40; Jn. 6:27; Jn. 6:33; Jn. 6:35; Jn. 6:40; Jn. 6:47; Jn. 6:48; Jn. 6:51; Jn. 6:53; In. 6:54; Jn. 6:63; Jn.
6:68; Jn. 8:12;Jn. 10:10; Jn. 10:28; Jn. 11:25; Jn. 12:25; Jn. 12:50; Jn. 14:6; Jn. 17:2; In. 17:3; Jn. 20:31

ETERNAL LIFE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT - Matt. 19:16; Matt. 19:29; Matt. 25:46; Mk. 10:17; Mk. 10:30; Lk.
10:25; Lk. 18:18; Lk. 18:30; Jn. 3:15; Jdn. 3:16; Jn. 3:36; Jn. 4:14; dn. 5:24; Jn. 5:39; Jdn. 6:27; Jn. 6:40; Jn.
6:47; dn. 6:54; Jn. 6:68; Jn. 10:28; Jn. 12:50; In. 17:2; In. 17:3; Acts 13:46; Acts 13:48; Rom. 2:7; Rom. 5:21;
Rom. 6:22; Rom. 6:23; Gal. 6:8; 1 Tim. 1:16; 1 Tim. 6:12; Tit. 1:2; Tit. 3:7; 1 Jn. 1:2; 1 Jn. 2:25; 1 Jn. 3:15; 1
Jn. 5:11; 1 Jn. 5:13; 1 Jn. 5:20; Jude 1:21

James Smith - ETERNAL LIFE in 1 John
I. Its Definition. Eternal Life is a living relationship to a living Personality (1Jn 5:11, 12).
Il. Its Location. "This life is in His Son" (1Jn 5:11).

lll. Its Personification. At the Incarnation the life was manifested. It is personified in Christ (1dn 1:1,2).
Note. We only live; He is the Life.

IV. Its Pre-eminence. "He that hath the Son hath the life" (1Jn 5:12, R.V.). There are lives and lives. But this is
the life of all lives.

V. Its Possession.
1. Negative.

a. Those who have not the Son have not life (1Jn 5:12).
b. We are by nature dead. "We pass from death unto life" (1Jn 3:14). Wondrous journey!
c. One who hates his brethren hath not Eternal Life (1Jn 3:16).

2. Positive.

a. Eternal Life is a promise to be prized (1Jn 2:25).

b. Eternal Life is a gift to be received (1Jn 5:11).

c. In receiving the Lord Jesus we receive Eternal Life (1Jn 5:11, 12).
d. We may know for a fact when we have Eternal Life (1Jn 5:13).

e. Faith leads to possession of Eternal Life (1Jn 5:10, 11).

QUESTION - What is the doctrine of election? | GotQuestions.org

ANSWER - An election is a time when people choose who they want to fill certain positions from President on down. An election is
a choice. The biblical doctrine of election teaches that God chooses to save some, and, by necessity, if He does not choose
everyone, then there are some who are passed over. Those whom He has chosen to save are referred to as “the elect” (see,
e.g., Mark 13:20).

The Bible teaches thatGod chooses people based on His own purposes and His desire to show grace to undeserving
sinners. Ephesians 1:4-6 says, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love
he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.” He chose in love, in accordance with His pleasure and will, so that
He would be glorified. God’s election has nothing to do with what the elect would or would not do.

God did not choose everyone. If He had, then everyone would come to faith in Christ. He chose some, andHe left others to their
own desires. Left to ourselves, all of us would continue in our rebellion and reject Christ. God chose to pursue some, convict them
of their need, and lead them to faith. It is because of God’s choice that anyone comes to faith in Christ. Jesus said, “No one can
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and | will raise them up at the last day” (John 6:44).

This is a tough truth to get our minds around. We are tempted to think that we are more just and gracious than God and that He
should have chosen everyone. We need to reject that temptation. We are in no place to judge God! It is not as though some are
desperately crying out to Him for salvation and He rejects them because He has not chosen them. Those whom God does not
choose continue doing exactly what they want—they rebel against God and try to stay as far away from Him as possible. He simply
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allows them to continue on the path they have freely and willfully chosen. He has, however, chosen to intervene in the lives of some
and win them over. He does this so that He might show His love and kindness to people who are undeserving.

Without God'’s election,
no one would ever turn to Him.

Some people think that God “chooses” based on the choices that He knows that the elect will make He knows who will and
who will not receive Christ, and He makes His choice based on that. But that would make people the ultimate choosers, with God
simply following our choice. Biblically, it is the other way around. God chooses some based on His own purposes, and then, in
response to His work in their lives, they choose Him. His choice is first and foundational. Without God’s election, no one would ever
turn to Him.

Many Christians recoil at the doctrine of election the first time they hear it. But, upon further reflection, most believers will
admit that God was at work in their lives, drawing them to Himself long before they were even aware of it. They will recognize that, if
He had not intervened, they would have continued in unbelief. The hand of God, working in big ways and little ways, becomes more
evident in hindsight.

Some object to the doctrine of election on the grounds that it stifles missionary and evangelistic activity. After all, if God has chosen
to save some, then they will be saved whether or not anyone takes them the gospel—so why bother? This objection overlooks the
truth that hearing and believing the gospel is the means that God uses to save those He has chosen to save. Paul believed and
taught election (it is a New Testament doctrine), yet he was zealous like no other in his missionary endeavors. Because he knew
that God had chosen to save people through the gospel, Paul proclaimed it boldly and was persecuted for it. He explains, “I endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:10+). Paul endured
persecution so that the elect will be saved, because the elect cannot be saved without hearing and believing the gospel. Through
evangelism, God allows people to participate in His great plan of drawing a people unto Himself from every nation and language on
earth. The doctrine of election frees us to share the gospel without pressure or fear of failure. When we share the gospel clearly, we
have been obedient, and that is a success. The results are left to God.

Related Resource:

= How can | know if | am one of the elect?

C H Spurgeon - General and yet particular (See sermon General and yet Particular)

‘Thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.
John 17:2

You know that passage: ‘Husbands love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it.” How did he love
the church? He loved the church with a special love, far above that which he gives to others, or else according to that metaphor a
husband ought to love his wife and love every other woman just as much. That is the natural inference of that text; but you clearly
see there must have been a special love intended in the husband towards the wife, and so there must be a special love in Christ. He
loved the church and gave himself for it. Now do you not think, brethren, as there are two sets of texts in the Bible, the one of which
very clearly speaks about the infinite value of the atonement (e.g. 1 Timothy 2:6; 1 John 2:2), and another which very evidently
speaks about the intention of that atonement being for the chosen and for the chosen only (e.g. John 10:11; Ephesians 5:25;
Revelation 14:4), that the best way is to believe them both, and to say, ‘Yes, | see it—as the result of Christ's death all men are put
under the system of mediatorial grace so that Christ has power over them; but the object of his doing this is not that he may save all
of them, but that he may save out of these all which he now has in his own hand—those whom the Father has given him. The
farmer trusts me with all his sheep in order that | may sever from them twenty which he has marked. A father tells me to go into the
midst of his family, his whole family, in order that | may take out of it one of his sons to be educated. So God gives to Christ all flesh,
says the text, but still always with this definite and distinct purpose that he may give eternal life to those whom he has given to him.

Warren Wiersbe - There are five special blessings that belong to those who have been given to the Son by the Father.

(1) Eternal life (Jn 17:2). We will study this gift in detail in the last part of this chapter.

(2) The knowledge of the Father (Jn 17:6, 7). The lost world does not know God (Jn 17:25). Only those who
have been given by the Father to the Son know Him. To “know His name” means to know His person, to
understand His nature. God’s children do not just know about the Father: they know the Father personally.

(3) Christ’s intercession on their behalf (Jn 17:9). When He was on earth, Christ prayed for His disciples;
but today, He is praying for all believers. This is part of His great ministry as our High Priest in heaven. (See
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Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; and Romans 8:34.)

(4) Divine protection in this world (Jn 17:11, 12). This involves the physical and spiritual well-being of God’s
people. It also involves their spiritual unity in Christ. God guards His own.

(5) Eternal glory (Jn 17:24). This is our assurance of heaven. No one will be in heaven who has not first of all

been given to Jesus Christ. (See The Intercessory Prayer of Jesus: Priorities for Dynamic Christian Living)

Robert Neighbour - The Father's Gift to the Son
"Thou hast given Me."
Let us at once place down before us these gifts as they occur in the 17th of John in the record of our Lord's prayer.

. "Thou hast given Him power (authority) over all flesh" (Jn 17:2).
. "The work which Thou gavest Me" (Jn 17:4).

. "All things whatsoever Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:7).

. "The words which Thou gavest Me" (Jn 17:8).

. "The glory which Thou gavest Me" (Jn 17:22).

. "My glory which Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:24).

. "They also, whom Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:24).

N o O~ W NN =

The gift we have marked above as 7, also occurs seven times, as follows:

. "To as many as Thou hast given Him" (Jn 17:2) — | have given them.

. "The men Thou gavest Me" (Jn 17:6) — | have manifested to them.

. "Thou gavest them Me" (Jn 17: 6).

. "Them which Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:9) — | pray for them.

. "Those whom Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:11) — Keep through Thy name.

. "Those that Thou gavest Me" (Jn 17:12) — None of them are lost.

. "They also, whom Thou hast given Me" (Jn 17:24) — That they may be with Me.

N o o W NN =

There are a few things we desire to notice:

1. In the first list, the things which the Father gave Christ, whether the power or the work, or the all things, or the words, or the glory
— all of them Christ in turn has given us.

Let us rejoice for we are greatly enriched.

2. There is no vain repetition in the second group. Seven times we read of those whom the Father gave to Christ, but each time
under a distinct setting. Six things are promised to these given ones.

« "l have given them eternal life" —

* "l have manifested Thy name unto them" —
*"| pray for them" —

» "Keep them" —

* "None of them are lost" —

* "That they may be with Me" —

Surely with this before us we have abundant room for blessed reflection.

3. The Lord distinctly encloses the ones whom God gave Him in a fellowship and favor which the world does not and cannot enjoy. It
is for us He prays, but not for the world. Christ, as He approached the Cross, spoke some words concerning the world which reveal
His deep love and desire toward the lost; but He just gathered His own up in His arms and hugged them to His heart.

4. The doctrine of Divine election and fore-ordination was most precious to Christ as He neared the Cross. When were believers
given to Christ? Far back before the foundation of the world. Jesus Christ did not come to die 'mid uncertainties as to the results of
His sufferings. He knew just who and how many were given Him. He prayed for those who were already His, and He prayed just as
tenderly for those who should yet believe on Him.

No one should draw back in dread, because God gave to Christ those — all of those who have been and who are to be saved. This
has nothing to do with man's own free will agency; it is in no sense against "Whosoever will may come;" but it is most preciously
strengthening to the souls of those who are saved, and who are conscious that their names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.
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It was also an abounding glory to Christ. As He faced His hour, He looked beyond it and saw the fruitage of His passion — the ones
the Father had given Him.

Faith in God’s Power - Puritan Daily Readings

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.
John 17:2

It should be the Christian’s great care in all temptations and trials to strengthen his faith on the almighty power of God. When God
holds forth Himself as an object of the soul’s trust and confidence in any great strait or undertaking, commonly this attribute of His
almighty power is presented in the promise, as the surest holdfast for faith to lay hold on. As a father in rugged way gives his child
his arm to lay hold by, so does God usually reach forth His almighty power for His saints to exercise their faith on, [as He did for]
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whose faith God tried above most of His saints before or since, for not one of those great

things which were promised to them did they live to see performed in their days. And how does God make known Himself to them
for their support, but by displaying this attribute? “I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God
Almighty” (Exod. 6:3). This was all they had to keep house with all their days: with which they lived comfortably, and died
triumphantly, bequeathing the promise to their children, not doubting, because God Almighty had promised, of the performance.
Thus, Isaiah 26, where great mercies are promised to Judah, and a song penned beforehand to be sung on that gaudy day of their
salvation; yet because there was a sharp winter of captivity to come between the promise and the spring-time of the promise,
therefore, to keep their faith alive in this space, the prophet calls them up to act their faith on God Almighty. “Trust ye in the Lord for
ever: for in the Lord Jehovabh is everlasting strength” (Isa. 26:4).

John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom You have sent.

KJV John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent.

BGT John 17:3 atn & omv o viog w V& YIVOKWOIV 0 TV gvov AnBivv Bev Kot v T OTEINOG Nnoo Vv
XpioT v.

NET John 17:3 Now this is eternal life— that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
sent.

CSB John 17:3 This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and the One You have sent--
Jesus Christ.

ESV John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent.

NIV John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent.

NLT John 17:3 And this is the way to have eternal life-- to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the
one you sent to earth.

s This is eternal life: John 17:25 8:19,54,55 1Ch 28:9 Ps 9:10 Isa 53:11 Jer 9:23,24 31:33,34 Ho 6:3 1Co 15:34 2Co 4:6 2Th
1:8 Heb 8:11,12 1Jn 4:6 1Jn 5:11,20

= the only true God: John 14:9,10 2Ch 15:3 Jer 10:10 1Co 8:4 1Th 1:9 1Ti 6:15,16 1Jn 5:20

= and Jesus Christ : John 3:17,34 5:36,37 6:27-29,57 7:29 10:36 11:42 12:49,50 14:26 Isa 48:16 61:1 Mk 9:37 Lu 9:48 1Jn
4:14,155:11,12

Related Passages:

1 John 4:6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us.
By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 John 5:11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal



life.

John 14:7 “If you had known Me, you would haveknown My Father also; from now on you know Him, and
have seen Him.”

John 15:21 “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, becausethey do not know the One
who sent Me.

John 16:3 “These things they will do because they have notknown the Father or Me.

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
explained Him.

THE SECRET OF HOW TO
LIVE FOREVER WITH GOD

... It is no secret what God can do
What he has done for others

He'll do for you

With arms wide open

He'll pardon you

It is no secret what God can do.

This is eternal (aionios) life (zoe), that (hina - term of purpose) they may know (ginosko in present tense ~ "keep on knowing")
You, the only true (alethinos) God - This is Jesus' definition of eternal life! In short, eternal life is to know the Father. As Jesus
has repeated stated in the Upper Room discourse, there is only one way to know God and that is by knowing His Son. The corollary
is all the people in the world, including sadly many professing Christians, have absolutely no true knowledge about the true God (Jn
14:7, Jn 15:21, Jn 16:3). Oh yes, they know about God (as in Ro 1:19-21+), but they have no personal relationship with Him!
Knowledge possessed through the intellectual process of learning is one thing. Knowledge gained by experience, by an active
relationship between the one who knows and the person known (in this case God the Father), is far superior to the former. And in
the case of salvation knowing the Father is not only superior but absolutely critical and necessary for salvation and obtaining of
eternal life. Ginosko speaks not of an intellectual acquaintance but of an intimate relationship and is what every Christ follower has
experienced when they entered into a personal, permanent relationship with the only true God.

The phrase the only true God reminds us of the Shema, "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!" (Dt 6:4+, cf Jn
5:44, 1Jn 5:20)

Charles Swindoll adds that know (ginosko) "refers to intelligent comprehension with an emphasis on the process or act of knowing.
Throughout John’s literature, “knowing” and “obeying” are inseparable (as they are in Old Testament literature). In the Upper
Room, Jesus placed great emphasis on His followers knowing the mind of God, so they might become integral to His redemptive
plan. The disciples struggled with lack of understanding until they received the Holy Spirit." (See Insights on John)

Spurgeon - To know God, is eternal life. If you know God, if you know Jesus Christ whom he has sent, you are spiritually quickened.
That knowledge has brought to you, nay, it is, in itself, the new life: “This is life eternal,” — not life for a few years but life eternal.
Mark the final perseverance of the saints, how they shall hold on and hold out for ever.....No man has life eternal, then, who is in
ignorance of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ; but once to know God, and to know Christ, is sure evidence that we possess a life
that can never die: “This is life eternal.”....This does not mean mere head-knowledge; but to know in the heart and soul the one only
true God, and Jesus Christ who was sent of him to the sons of men, “this is life eternal.” God without Christ brings not eternal life,
and Christ, if he were not sent of God, would not bring eternal life to us, but knowing God in Christ Jesus is eternal life......The
knowledge of God, and the knowledge of the Messiah, the Sent One, — this is not only life, but it is life that can never die: “This is
life eternal.” Have you, dear friend, received this eternal life? Do you know the only true God? Do you know Jesus Christ whom he
has sent? Then, at this very moment, you possess eternal life, and you shall never perish, for eternal life is a life that cannot possibly

die.(Exposition of John)

Bob Utley - that they may know You’ - This is a PRESENT ACTIVE SUBJUNCTIVE. This does not refer only to cognitive
knowledge about God, although there is truth to be affirmed, but is used in the Semitic sense of personal relationship. However, the
truth is that Jesus is the Messiah, the full and complete revelation of the one true God (cf. Jn 1:12, 14; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3), and that
individuals must believe, receive, repent, obey, and persevere.

Begin to know Him now, and never finish.
-- Oswald Chambers
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And Jesus (lesous) Christ (Christos) Whom You have sent (apostello) - This verse and John 1:17 are the only two uses of the

Name Jesus Christ in John. Jesus the Messiah repeatedly emphasized that He was sent from the Father, leaving no doubt as to
His claim of being eternal, being deity and being one with the Father (Jn 10:30). Jesus was sent (apostello) as the Father's personal
authoritative Representative with a commission to carry out the Father's mission of redemption.

SENT or SEND IN GOSPEL OF JOHN that speak of Father sending the Son - 40 TIMES - Jn 3:17, Jn 3:34,
Jn 4:34, Jn 5:283, 24, 30, 36, 37, 38, Jn 6:29, 38, 39, 44, 57, Jn 7:16, 18, 28, 29, 33, Jn 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42, Jn
9:4, Jn 10:36, Jn 11:42, Jn 12:44, 45, 49, Jn 13:20, Jn 14:24, Jn 15:21, Jn 16:5, Jn 17:3, Jn 17:8, 18, 21, 23,
25, Jn 20:21.

Bob Utley - This verse shows the two major truths of Christianity: (1) monotheism (cf. Deut. 6:4—6) and (2) Jesus as Divine Davidic
Messiah (cf. 2 Sam. 7)

A T Robertson - The knowledge of “the only true God” is through Jesus Christ (Jn 14:6-9).

Having eternal life is here defined as being in relationship with the Father,
the one true God, and Jesus Christ Whom the Father sent

NET NOTE - This is eternal life. The author here defines eternal life for the readers, although it is worked into the prayer in such a
way that many interpreters do not regard it as another of the author’s parenthetical comments. It is not just unending life in the
sense of prolonged duration. Rather it is a quality of life, with its quality derived from a relationship with God. Having eternal life is
here defined as being in relationship with the Father, the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom the Father sent. Christ (xpioTog,
Christos) is not characteristically attached to Jesus’ name in John’s Gospel; it occurs elsewhere primarily as a title and is used with
Jesus’ name only in Jn 1:17. But that is connected to its use here: The statement here in Jn 17:3 enables us to correlate the
statement made in Jn 1:18 of the prologue, that Jesus has fully revealed what God is like, with Jesus’ statement in Jn 10:10 that he
has come that people might have life, and have it abundantly. These two purposes are really one, according to 17:3, because
(abundant) eternal life is defined as knowing (being in relationship with) the Father and the Son. The only way to gain this eternal
life, that is, to obtain this knowledge of the Father, is through the Son (cf. Jn 14:6). Although some have pointed to the use of know
(yivookw, gindskd) here as evidence of Gnostic influence in the Fourth Gospel, there is a crucial difference: For John this
knowledge is not intellectual, but relational. It involves being in relationship.

"To know” God does not refer merely to cognitive knowledge (the Greek conception)
it means living in fellowship with God

Holman Apologetics Commentary on the Bible - Many religions relate life after death to the knowledge of God or of gods. Yet the
Bible is distinct in that “to know” God does not refer merely to cognitive knowledge (the Greek conception); it means living in
fellowship with God. Of course, God can also be known to a limited extent through creation (Rom 1:18-25), but ultimately knowledge
of God is contingent upon salvation. Moreover, here Jesus is presented as the sole authorized representative of this one true God.
He is the God-sent Messiah, God’s Anointed One, the Christ. Just as there is only one true God, there is only one way to the Father:
Jesus Christ (Jn 14:6; Carson 1991, 556; Morris 1995, 638). (SEE The Gospels and Acts - Page 22)

Brian Bell - eternal life - defined here as not just as a conscious existence forever, but as knowing God which is real quality life. 1.
It's knowing both the Father & Jesus. 2. “He who separates Christ from the Divinity of the Father, does not yet acknowledge Him
who is the only true God, but rather invents for himself a strange god.” (Calvin) Merrill Tenney suggests that: “life is active
involvement with environment; death is the cessation of involvement with the environment.” A caterpillar has an earthly life, in that its
environment is the dirt in which it lives. It has no capacity to interact with an environment of water or air. A caterpillar can also have a
life that is not earth bound, but it must take on a transformed life! Similarly human beings have biological life that enables them to
interact with the realm of life on earth. Human beings have no native capacity to interact with the realm of the spiritual & eternal.
Unless they have come to know God through Jesus Christ, & have been given eternal life by God. Knowing God - Turn to Jer.
9:23,24 1. It is knowing Him Intellectually — (knowing the truth/understands God) 2. It is knowing Him Intimately — (know = yada “an
intimate knowledge of God”) 3. It is knowing Him Morally — (exercising/practicing love, justice & rt) We know God as ours, because
He knows us as His! Knowing God is: Knowing what God is like & to be on the moist intimate terms of knowledge of friendship
w/Him. Do you know Him?

Know (1097) ginosko; English derivatives - prognosis, gnostic, Gnosticism) means to acquire information through some modality, as
through sense perception (hearing). However ginosko involves experiential knowledge, not merely the accumulation of known
facts. Ginosko is one of the major verbs of the Bible and because of its numerous uses, it is not surprising that Greek
lexicographers ascribe a number of nuances of meaning including to get to know, come to understand, to ascertain, to have
intimate relations with another, etc. The various meanings are outlined, discussed and illustrated in the notes that follow. Keep in
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mind that the basic meaning of ginosko is to know by experience. Ginosko means “to know with experience.” It is not merely an
opinion or a mental acceptance. “To know” something or someone means to grasp the full reality of it or him, to penetrate into the
very nature of the object or person. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for “to know” also described the intimate relationship
between man and wife (Genesis 4:1, 25), and this same meaning is carried over into the New Testament (Matthew 1:25; Luke 1:34).

In many of the NT uses ginosko refers not just to knowledge in a secular sense but to spiritual knowledge. As
Puritan Stephen Charnock said "A man man be theologically knowing (Ed: "Pharisee-like") and spiritually
ignorant. (See discussion of Jn 7:17 which clearly links spiritual gnosis or knowledge with obedience.) In a
related aphorism Charnock quipped that "Knowledge in the head is as money in the purse; knowledge in the
heart is as money for our use."

GINOSKO IS USED EXTENSIVELY IN JOHN'S WRITINGS - 56 TIMES IN THE GOSPEL - Jn. 1:10; Jn. 1:48;
Jdn. 2:24; Jn. 2:25; Jn. 3:10; Jn. 4:1; Jn. 4:53; Jn. 5:6; Jn. 5:42; Jn. 6:15; dn. 6:69; In. 7:17; In. 7:26; In. 7:27;
Jdn. 7:49; Jn. 7:51; dn. 8:27; dn. 8:28; Jn. 8:32; Jn. 8:43; Jn. 8:52; In. 8:55; Jn. 10:6; In. 10:14; In. 10:15; Jn.
10:27; Jn. 10:38; Jn. 11:57; Jn. 12:9; Jn. 12:16; In. 13:7; Jn. 13:12; Jn. 13:28; Jn. 13:35; Jn. 14:7; In. 14:9; dn.
14:17;Jdn. 14:20; dn. 14:31; Jn. 15:18; Jdn. 16:3; dn. 16:19; Jn. 17:3;Jn. 17:7; In. 17:8; In. 17:23; In. 17:25; dn.
19:4; Jn. 21:17

GINOSKO - 25X/21V - 1 Jn. 2:3; 1 Jn. 2:4; 1 Jdn. 2:5; 1 Jdn. 2:13; 1 Jn. 2:14; 1 Jn. 2:18; 1 Jn. 2:29; 1 Jn. 3:1; 1
Jn. 3:6; 1 Jdn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 3:19; 1 Jn. 3:20; 1 Jn. 3:24; 1 dn. 4:2; 1 In. 4:6; 1 In. 4:7; 1 In. 4:8; 1 In. 4:13; 1 Jdn.
4:16;1Jn. 5:2;1Jn. 5:20; 2 Jdn. 1:1;

GINOSKO - 5X/5V - Rev. 2:23; Rev. 2:24; Rev. 3:3; Rev. 3:9

True (228) alethinos from alethes = true, one who cannot lie) is an adjective which pertains to being in accordance with historical
fact - genuine, real, true, valid, trustworthy (worthy of confidence, dependable). Alethinos describes that which has not only the name
and resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to the name, in every respect corresponding to the idea signified by the name --
thus genuine not spurious, fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary, simulated or pretended.

In 1Th 1:9 in describing God as "True God" Paul is saying that He is a genuine, truthful (and thus trustworthy) God, as opposed to
the counterfeit gods of idolatry that have no objective existence nor divine truth. Paul is emphasizing the monotheistic character of
the Deity the Thessalonians now served which sharply distinguished them from the pagan so-called gods.

True God - This phrase is also found in 2Chr. 15:3 (Lxx = alethinos); Jer 10:10; Jn. 17:3; 1Th 1:9; 1Jn. 5:20. Beloved, aren't we
glad we worship and serve the One Who Alone can truly be called the "True God!" Praise Him today for revealing His truth to our
blind, spiritually darkened hearts in Jesus Who is the Truth (Jn 14:6, cp 2Cor 4:6, Acts 26:18).

ALETHINOS - 26X - Lk. 16:11; Jn. 1:9; Jn. 4:23; Jn. 4:37; Jn. 6:32; Jn. 7:28; Jn. 8:16; Jn. 15:1; In. 17:3; Jn.
19:35; 1 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 8:2; Heb. 9:24; Heb. 10:22; 1 Jn. 2:8; 1 Jn. 5:20; Rev. 3:7; Rev. 3:14; Rev. 6:10;
Rev. 15:3; Rev. 16:7; Rev. 19:2; Rev. 19:9; Rev. 19:11; Rev. 21:5; Rev. 22:6

Sent (649) apostello from apo = from, away from + stello = to withdraw from, avoid) means to send off, to send forth, to send out.
To send out; to commission as a representative, an ambassador, an envoy. The idea is to send forth from one place to another. But
the meaning of apostello is more than just to send because it means "to send off on a commission to do something as one’s
personal representative, with credentials furnished" (Wuest) To send upon some business (Mt. 2:16; 10:5; 20:2). To send away in
the sense of to dismiss (Mk 12:3, 4). To send or thrust forth as a sickle among corn (Mk 4:29). See New International Dictionary of
NT Theology for - 8 page discussion including discussion of apostle

APOSTELLO IN JOHN'S WRITINGS - Jn. 1:6; Jn. 1:19; Jn. 1:24; Jn. 3:17; Jn. 3:28; Jn. 3:34; Jn. 4:38; Jn.
5:33; Jn. 5:36; Jn. 5:38; Jn. 6:29; Jn. 6:57; Jn. 7:29; Jn. 7:32; Jn. 8:42; Jn. 9:7; Jn. 10:36; Jn. 11:3; Jn. 11:42;
Jn. 17:3; Jn. 17:8; dn. 17:18; Jn. 17:21; dn. 17:23; In. 17:25; dn. 18:24; In. 20:21; 1 Jn. 4:9; 1 Jn. 4:10; 1 Jn.
4:14; Rev. 1:1; Rev. 5:6; Rev. 22:6

QUESTION - What is eternal life?

ANSWER - When the Bible speaks of eternal life, it refers to a gift of God that comes only “through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans
6:23). This gift is in contrast to the “death” that is the natural result of sin.

The gift of eternal life comes to those who believe in Jesus Christ, who is Himself “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). The
fact that this life is “eternal” indicates that it is perpetual life—it goes on and on and on, with no end.

It is a mistake, however, to view eternal life as simply an unending progression of years. A common New Testament word for
“eternal” is aidnios, which carries the idea of quality as well as quantity. In fact, eternal life is not really associated with “years” at all,
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as it is independent of time. Eternal life can function outside of and beyond time, as well as within time.

For this reason, eternal life can be thought of as something that Christians experience now. Believers don’t have to “wait” for eternal
life, because it's not something that starts when they die. Rather, eternal life begins the moment a person exercises faith in Christ. It
is our current possession. John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” Note that the believer “has” (present
tense) this life (the verb is present tense in the Greek, too). We find similar present-tense constructions in John 5:24 and John 6:47.
The focus of eternal life is not on our future, but on our current standing in Christ.

The Bible inextricably links eternal life with the Person of Jesus Christ. John 17:3 is an important passage in this regard, as Jesus
prays, “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Here, Jesus equates
“eternal life” with a knowledge of God and of the Son. There is no knowledge of God without the Son, for it is through the Son that
the Father reveals Himself to the elect (John 17:6; 14:9).

This life-giving knowledge of the Father and the Son is a true, personal knowledge, not just an academic awareness. There will be
some on Judgment Day who had claimed to be followers of Christ but never really had a relationship with Him. To those false
professors, Jesus will say, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:23). The apostle Paul made it his goal
to know the Lord, and he linked that knowledge to resurrection from the dead: “| want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from
the dead” (Philippians 3:10—11).

In the New Jerusalem, the apostle John sees a river flowing from “the throne of God and of the Lamb,” and “on each side of the river
stood the tree of life. . . . And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:1-2). In Eden, we rebelled
against God and were banished from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24). In the end, God graciously restores our access to the tree of life.
This access is provided through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

Right now, every sinner is invited to know Christ and to receive eternal life: “Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who
wishes take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17).

How can you know that you have eternal life? First of all, confess your sin before our holy God. Then accept God’s provision of a
Savior on your behalf. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
died for your sins, and He rose again the third day. Believe this good news; trust the Lord Jesus as your Savior, and you will be
saved (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9 —10).

John puts it so simply: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not
have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12).

Related Resources:

= How can you know that you have eternal life?

John 17:3 Do We Know God

American writer Mark Twain was known for his wit and charm. On a trip to Europe he was invited to dinner with a head of state.
When his daughter learned of the invitation, she said, “Daddy, you know every big person there is to know except God.” Sadly, that
was true, because Mark Twain was an unbelieving skeptic.

That daughter’s comment should cause us to ask ourselves if we know God. We may be blessed with life-enriching friendships,
acquainted with a wide circle of important people, but do we know God? And is our knowledge of Him more than second-hand
information or speculation, the things we might read in books?

Jesus wanted His disciples to have an intimate knowledge of God. He prayed, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). This knowledge is intensely personal, and is gained only through a
deep, prolonged friendship. Indeed, the knowledge referred to in this text and elsewhere in Scripture is compared with the intimacy
of husband and wife as they become one (Genesis 4:1).

We can have that knowledge as we spend time talking with God, reading His Word, and sharing His love with the world. - Vernon C.
Grounds (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

It's not enough to know God with your head; you must know Him in your heart.

The Beauty of Rome
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Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God. John 17:3
Today's Scripture & Insight : John 17:1-5

The glory of the Roman Empire offered an expansive backdrop for the birth of Jesus. In 27 bc Rome’s first emperor, Caesar
Augustus, ended 200 years of civil war and began to replace rundown neighborhoods with monuments, temples, arenas, and
government complexes. According to Roman historian Pliny the Elder, they were “the most beautiful buildings the world has ever
seen.”

Yet even with her beauty, the Eternal City and its empire had a history of brutality that continued until Rome fell. Thousands of
slaves, foreigners, revolutionaries, and army deserters were crucified on roadside poles as a warning to anyone who dared to defy
the power of Rome.

What irony that Jesus’s death on a Roman cross turned out to reveal an eternal glory that made the pride of Rome look like the
momentary beauty of a sunset!

Who could have imagined that in the public curse and agony of the cross we would find the eternal glory of the love, presence, and
kingdom of our God?

Who could have foreseen that all heaven and earth would one day sing, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” (Rev. 5:12). By: Mart DeHaan (Reprinted by permission from Qur
Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

Father in heaven, please help us to reflect the heart of Your sacrifice for the world. May Your love become our love, Your life our life,
and Your glory our never-ending joy.

The Lamb who died is the Lord who lives!

The Main Goal Of Life
Professing to be wise, they became fools. — Romans 1:22
Today's Scripture : John 17:1-5,22-26

In 1636, a group of Puritans founded Harvard University. Its motto was Christo et Ecclesiae, which means “For Christ and the
Church.” One of the school’s guiding principles was this: “Everyone shall consider the main end of his life and studies, to know God
and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life. John 17:3.”

That prestigious center of learning and culture has long since abandoned its original spiritual intent. Even many Harvard Divinity
School faculty members now regard its Christ-centered goal as narrow-minded and outdated. In fact, not long ago a group of
Harvard students staged a mock funeral procession through the Divinity School. They carried a coffin and proclaimed, “Our God, the
Father, is dead.”

Those students were as far from the truth as east is from west. The everlasting Father, who has created all life (including those who
mock Him), is as immune to death as He is to sin.

Three hundred fifty years after the establishment of Harvard, the chief purpose of life is still and always will be, in the words of those
colonial Puritans, “to know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.” Let us make that the main goal of our lives. By: Vernon
Grounds (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

My heart's desire is to know You, Lord,

To walk close to You today;

To know Your grace, Your love, Your power,
For You are my life and my way.
—Bierema

To know life's purpose, we must know life's Creator.

When Life Is Cut Short
| have finished the work which You have given Me to do. —John 17:4

Today's Scripture : John 17:1-5
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My husband Bill died of cancer in 1982. He was only 48 and was still energetic in ministry. Many have asked, “Why was Bill taken at
such a young age when he was accomplishing so much for the Lord?”

For years I've been unable to find a clear-cut answer to that question. But | have found some helpful perspectives as I've considered
the life and death of Christ. Before He died in His thirties, Jesus prayed to His Father, “I have finished the work which You have
given Me to do” (Jn. 17:4).

the value of life is computed
not by its duration but by its donation.

Philosopher William James said that the value of life is computed not by its duration but by its donation. Except for the obvious
necessity of the cross, Jesus could have continued performing amazing deeds if He had lived longer. But such deeds wouldn’t have
enlarged His supreme donation—His life and death, which provided our great salvation. The work that He completed is still bearing
fruit by His Spirit.

Paul Powell wrote, “It is important to remember that one’s harvest is not always reaped in this life.” God’s work through our lives will
continue bearing fruit long after we’re gone.

That is a comforting and challenging thought. No matter what our life’s duration, we have an opportunity to make a lasting donation.
By: Joanie Yoder (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their
permission.)

Our life of service to the Lord
Bears fruit long after we are gone;
So even if our life's cut short,

Our work for Christ will carry on.
—Sper

You don't need a long life to live a good life.

Where the Battle Lies
I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. — John 17:4
Today's Scripture : Psalm 40:1-8

Miriam Booth, daughter of the founder of the Salvation Army, was a brilliant and cultured woman who began her Christian work with
great promise and unusual success. Very soon, however, disease brought her to the point of death. A friend told her it seemed a pity
that a woman of her capabilities should be hindered by sickness from doing the Lord’s work. With deep insight and gentle grace,
Miriam replied, “It's wonderful to do the Lord’s work, but it's greater still to do the Lord’s will!”

Commenting on John 17:4, blind minister and hymnwriter George Matheson said, “Was the work of the Master indeed done? Was
not His heaviest task yet to come? He had not yet met the dread hour of death. Why did He say, then, that His work was done? It
was because He knew that when the will is given, the battle is ended! . . . The cup which our Father gives us to drink is a cup of the
will. It is easy for the lips to drain it when once the heart has accepted it. . . .The act is easy after the choice.”

Yes, that is where the battle lies. If, like Jesus, we delight to do the Father’s will, then the work He assigns will be done with grace
and without hesitation, no matter what the personal sacrifice may be. By: Henry G. Bosch (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily
Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

Conquered by grace, | bowed my head;
Forgetting myself, | humbly said,
“Whatever comes, His will be done!”
And in that moment, peace was won.
—Anon.

The best way to know God'’s will is to say “l will” to God.

Yes Or No?

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. —John
17:3
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Today's Scripture: John 5:24-40

If God were to give professing believers a quiz on Christianity, many would score well. They would be able to answer “Yes, it's true”
to questions such as: Did Christ die for your sins? Did He rise from the dead? Is He coming back to earth?

Pastor and author Bruce Larson says that he grew up saying yes to these types of biblical doctrines. But eventually he sensed that
God was asking him some new questions:

1. Will you trust Me with your life, yes or no? 2. Will you entrust yourself to My church family, yes or no? 3. Will you serve Me by
getting involved with others, yes or no? Only when Larson said yes to these questions did God become real in his life.

To the religious leaders of His day, Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are
they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life” (John 5:39-40). Jesus was saying, in effect,
“You can answer true to many facts of Scripture, but you won’t say yes to Me.”

Can you say you agree with many facts in the written Word but you haven't said yes to Christ, the Living Word? Then do it now, and
Jesus will turn your head knowledge into a life-changing heart knowledge. By: Joanie Yoder (Reprinted by permission from Our
Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

Mere mental assent to the truths of God's Word
Is not the response God requires;

Your total dependence on Christ from the heart
Is what God our Father desires.

—Hess

It's not enough to know the facts of salvation—you must also know the Savior.

Mr. Eternity

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. —John
17:3

Today's Scripture : John 17:1-5,20-26
Eternity! Is there any concept more awesome? Our minds simply can’t grasp the idea of endless existence.

Arthur Stace of Sydney, Australia, was gripped by the thought that people without Christ are destined for a lost eternity. So he would
rise early in the morning and chalk the word eternity on the pavement throughout his city. Eventually he became known as “Mr.
Eternity.” Many people responded to his humble ministry by putting their faith in Jesus Christ.

When the Bible speaks about eternal life, it refers to our relationship with God, not merely the passing of time. Jesus defined eternal
life in John 17:3 as knowing the true God intimately. Yet eternity means an existence that will never cease. The question is: Where
will we spend that existence?

Moment by inevitable moment, we are all moving through time toward eternity. Does that fill us with joyful expectancy or with a
sense of dread? It all depends on our relationship to Jesus Christ. He has provided the only way to the Father (Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12).
His sacrifice for sin is what makes it possible for us to “be with the Lord” (1 Th. 4:17).

What have you decided about Jesus? Your answer determines where you will spend eternity. By: Vernon Grounds (Reprinted by
permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

Eternity, eternity,

To some a blessed thought,
To others, separation from
The One they had not sought.
—Peterson

The one who lives for this life only will have eternity to regret it.

He Wants More

You always sit in the row ahead of Sam in church. You smile and say “Good morning” when you come in. You say “See you next
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Sunday” when you leave. But one morning, you add a little conversation: “Sam, could you give me a hundred dollars?”

Unfortunately, that’s the way some people treat the Lord. They have a Sunday-only relationship with Him until they need something.
But God desires much more.

The Lord wants us first of all to know Him as our Savior. “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).

After we become His child (1:12), God desires an ongoing dialog with us and a growing knowledge of who He is and who we can be
with His help. He doesn’t want to be a Sunday-only acquaintance or Someone we cry out to only when we’re desperate. God wants
us to have a personal relationship with Him. He also wants us to grow in our desire to please Him by obeying Him. “We know that
we know Him, if we keep His commandments” (1 John 2:3).

God loves you and wants you to know Him. He does answer desperation prayers. But before you start asking, make sure you know
Him personally. --Cindy Hess Kasper (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full
devotional without their permission.)

The Lord wants more than platitudes
From those for whom He died;

He longs for us to know His love,
And in that love abide.

—D. De Haan

Knowing about God may interest us, but knowing God will change us.

The Most Basic Belief
This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ. —John 17:3

Adolf Hitler was dead. Germany was embarking on the overwhelming task of rebuilding itself as a nation. The German theologian
Karl Barth had just returned from exile in Switzerland to the University of Bonn. With the noise of cranes and earthmovers in the
background, Barth began his first lecture to a class of war-weary students. His very first sentence was: “I believe in God.”

“I believe in God.” Those are also the first words of The Apostles’ Creed, and they are an affirmation that is basic to our Christian
faith. In fact, that statement is the foundation from which we view all time and eternity.

That belief is the only solid foundation for rebuilding a nation or for building a life. If we ignore God, the best of human efforts will
crumble in the long run and be shown to have no eternal value.

We must be sure, however, that the God we believe in is the one, true, and living God (Hebrews 11:6). We must believe in the God
who has made Himself known in the Bible, and through the person and work of Jesus Christ. Jesus said to His heavenly Father,
“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).

Truly, this is the most basic belief. Is it yours? —Vernon C. Grounds (Reprinted by permission fromQur Daily Bread Ministries.
Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

Sing praise to God who reigns above,
The God of all creation,

The God of power, the God of love,
The God of our salvation.

—Schutz

The only solid foundation for building a life is belief in God.

QUESTION - If Jesus is God, why did He say that the Father is the only true God in John 17:3?

ANSWER - For opponents of the Bible, claiming there are contradictions or inconsistencies in the text has been one of the most
common arguments against its reliability. One such claim is based on John 17:3, where Jesus states, “Now this is eternal life; that
they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Those antagonistic toward the Bible argue that this verse
directly contradicts the claim that Jesus is God. They say that this passage proves that Jesus Himself agrees that there is only one
true God, which is not Himself, since He refers to Himself as separate and distinct from the “true God.”

Context Is Key
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A bit of context here is helpful. John chapter 17 is a prayer from Jesus to the Holy Father. Since this is a prayer, it is only natural for
Jesus to refer to God the Father separately. In that prayer Jesus initially prays that both the Father and the Son be glorified (John
17:1-5). Next, He prays for His disciples (John 17:6—19). Finally, He prays for all believers, both current and future (John 17:20-26).
These requests come at the time just prior to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus was ultimately betrayed by Judas Iscariot
and taken prisoner by the Romans (John 18:1-14). The fact that Jesus (the Son) and God (the Father) are presented as separate
Beings is nothing new. In fact, the first time we hear from God the Father in the New Testament is at the baptism of Jesus. There,
God says, “This is My Son, whom | love; with Him | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Distinction of person does not equate to a lack
of oneness.

Jesus and the Father Are One

Jesus claimed to be one with God, and that made His enemies furious. In John 10:30, Jesus states unequivocally, “I and the Father
are one.” The next verse says, “His Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him” (John 10:31). Jesus’ claim to be God
amounted to blasphemy in the eyes of the Jewish leaders. Jesus goes on to question them: “Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because | said, ‘Il am God’s Son?’ Do not believe Me unless | do the works of My Father. But if | do them, even though
you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and | in the Father” (John
10:36-38). Here, Jesus is challenging these skeptics to look at the miracles He had performed and come up with an explanation
other than that Jesus and God the Father are one.

Even contrary spiritual forces agreed with the fact that Jesus and the Father are one. In explaining saving faith to believers, James,
the brother of Jesus says, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder” (James 2:19).
Theologian Wayne Grudem explains the idea of oneness, saying that Jesus and God the Father “are distinct persons, and the being
of each person is equal to the whole being of God” (Grudem, W., Systematic Theology, Zondervan Academic, 1994).

Jesus Claimed to Be (and Is) Fully God

Though Jesus never actually said the words, ‘1 am God” in the pages of the Bible, that doesn’t mean that He didn’t claim to be God.
Right after speaking of the “only true God” in John 17: 3, Jesus spoke of the glory that He had with God “before the world began”
(verse 5; cf. John 1:1). Earlier, Jesus had made the following statement to the religious leaders who were resisting Him: “Very truly |
tell you . . . before Abraham was born, | am!” (John 8:58). Jesus’ reference was to Exodus 3:14 when God revealed Himself as the I
AM.” In this statement, Jesus told them point blank that He is God. The response of His enemies proved His statement was heard
loud and clear. As they held stones to throw at Him, they said, “We are not stoning You for any good work but for blasphemy,
because You, a mere Man, claim to be God” (John 10:33).

The Only True God — Conclusion

John 17:3 needs to be read in context to fully appreciate what Jesus was saying in that prayer. The contrast is not between the
Father and the Son but between the Father and the world’s false gods and idols. Jesus is conversing with the Father who is in
heaven while Jesus is on earth. Jesus’ statement that the Father is the only true God should not be seen as contradictory or
inconsistent with the whole of the Bible, which supports the fact Jesus Christ is God.

Related Resources:

=« Dr Wayne Grudem - Systematic Theology - see page 189 - God is Three Persons- EXCERPT - "God Is Three Persons. The
fact that God is three persons means that the Father is not the Son; they are distinct persons. It also means that the Father is
not the Holy Spirit, but that they are distinct persons. And it means that the Son is not the Holy Spirit. These distinctions are
seen in a number of the passages quoted in the earlier section as well as in many additional New Testament passages."

Octavius Winslow - John 17:3

WHEN does this acquaintance between God and man commence? It commences in reconciliation—it commences at the time of
man's peace with God. | can form no acquaintance with an individual against whom my heart cherishes deep, inveterate, and deadly
enmity; my very hatred, my very dislike to that individual prevents me from studying his character, from analyzing his heart, and from
knowing what are his feelings towards me. But bring me into a state of amity with that individual—remove my enmity, take away my
dislike, propitiate his feelings towards me, and then | am in a position for studying and becoming acquainted with his character. The
Holy Spirit does this in man; He takes away the enmity of the sinner's heart, humbles his spirit, and bows it in penitence; constrains
the sinner to lay down the weapons of his hostility against God—brings him to see that the God against whom he has been battling
and fighting all his life is a God of love, a God who draws sinners to Himself, a God who is reconciled in Jesus Christ. That soul,
disarmed of its rebellion and enmity, is now brought into a position for the study of God's character. Looking at God now, not through
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the law, but through the gospel, not in creation, but in Christ, he is in a position for becoming acquainted with God. And oh what an
acquaintance he now forms! All his dark and shadowy conceptions vanish away; all his distorted views are rectified; and the God that
he thought was a God so hateful, a God whose law was so repulsive, a God who was so harsh and tyrannical, he sees now to be a
God of infinite mercy and love in Jesus Christ: now he becomes acquainted with Him as a sin-pardoning God, blotting out the
utmost remnant of his transgressions; he becomes acquainted with Him as a God reconciled in Christ, and therefore a Father
pacified towards him. Oh! what a discovery is made to him of that God, with whom before his soul lived in the darkest and deepest
alienation! Thus he becomes acquainted with God, when his heart becomes reconciled to God. A closer and more simple view of
Jesus, a daily study of Jesus, must deepen my acquaintance with God. As | know more of the heart of Christ, | know more of the
heart of the Father; as | know more of the love of the Savior, | know more of the love of Him who gave me that Savior; as | know
more of His travail of soul, to work out my redemption—as | know more of the tears of blood He shed—as | know more of the groans
of agony He breathed—as | know more of the convulsions through which He passed—as | know more of the death-throes of the
spotless soul of His—I know more of the heart of God, more of the character of God, and more of the love of God. Want you to see
more of the glory of God? See it in the face of Jesus. Learn it in the "brightness of the Father's glory," learn it in "the express image
of His person," as it stands revealed to you in the person and in the work of Jesus Christ.

Rob Morgan - Fire (BORROW From this verse : 365 inspiring stories about the power of God's word)

Blaise Pascal was without equal, a brilliant French philosopher, scientist, mathematician, and inventor. As a boy in Paris, his
remarkable grasp of mathematics led to his involvement with the Academy of Science where he mingled with the greatest
intellectuals of his day. At age 15, he was writing books and developing theorems that left his professors shaking their heads. As a
teenager, he invented history’s first calculating machine, and other discoveries led to the invention of the barometer, the vacuum
pump, the air compressor, the syringe, and the hydraulic press.

But as a young man, Pascal had trouble with the spiritual equations of life, and he soon grew disillusioned with the pleasures of his
fashionable society. One night he picked up a Bible and turned to John 17. As he began reading, verse 3 blazed out like a spark
and seemed to set the room on fire—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent.” His soul was instantly converted to Jesus Christ, and taking pen and parchment, he began quickly writing snatches
of his thoughts:

In the year of Grace, 1654

On Monday, 23d of November

Fire

God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob,

not of the philosophers and scholars.

Certitude. Certitude, Feeling. Joy. Peace.

Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the Only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Jesus Christ. Let me never be separated from Him.Pascal’s life was changed forever, and he became a powerful Christian thinker
and writer. The scrap of parchment was found after his death sewed into the lining of his coat, that it might ever be close to his heart.

QUESTION - What is the key to truly knowing God?

ANSWER - Within all of us there exists a strong desire to be known and to know others. The most important Person to know is our
Creator. In fact, Jesus taught that eternal life is not just a span of time; it is a relationship: “Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).

The key to truly knowing God is found in what God has revealed about Himself in the Bible. He wants to be known (see Acts 17:27).
The problem is our sinfulness. We are all sinful (Romans 3), and we fall short of the standard of holiness required to commune with
God. We have “exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals
and reptiles” (Romans 1:23). So, in order to truly know God, we must first acknowledge our sin and repent of it (see Acts 3:19).

In turning from sin, we must turn to Jesus Christ, theonly Savior from sin. In Jesus alone is salvation (Acts 4:12). We receive Jesus
by faith: “As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John
1:12, NKJV). Jesus’ death and resurrection provided for the forgiveness of our sin, and He alone is the way to a personal knowledge
of God: “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through Me” (John 14:6, NKJV).

Jesus revealed to us who God is, so in knowing God we must look to Jesus: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. . . .
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Believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me” (John 14:9-10; cf. John 17:6). Every work that Jesus did was in
obedience to the Father in heaven (John 5:19). Every word Jesus spoke was straight from the Father (John 12:49). To know God,
we must know Jesus.

Another key ingredient in truly knowing God is reading the Bible, God’s Word. In the Bible we have God'’s revelation of His character,
His promises, and His will. It is through the Bible that we know that God is “a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in love and faithfulness” (Psalm 86:15). It is through the Bible that we know that God is “mighty and awesome, who
shows no partiality and accepts no bribes” (Deuteronomy 10:17). It is through the Bible that we know that God is “the King eternal,
immortal, invisible,” worthy of “honor and glory for ever and ever” (1 Timothy 1:17).

Truly knowing God also comes through our commitment to obey what we read in the Scriptures. We were saved unto good works
(Ephesians 2:10), and, as we obey the Lord, we become part of God’s plan of continuing to reveal Himself to the world. We are salt
and light on this earth (Matthew 5:13-14), designed to bring God'’s flavor to the world and to serve as a shining light in the midst of
darkness. Jesus Himself placed the greatest importance on loving God with all we are and loving our neighbor as ourselves
(Matthew 22:37—-40).

These are the keys to truly knowing God. Of course, those who know God will also be committed toprayer, fellowship with other
believers, sincere worship, and walking in the Spirit. Jesus taught His disciples about the Holy Spirit, contrasting the world’s
ignorance of Him with the disciples’ knowledge: “The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you” (John 14:17). It is through the Spirit of God that we have “adoption to sonship.
And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:15-16). Through
Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit, our lives can be filled with God, and we can experience the joy of truly knowing Him.

Related Resource:

=« What does it mean to know Jesus?
= Is Jesus the only way to Heaven?

David Reed - (BORROW Jehovah's Witnesses : answered verse by verse PAGE 80)

John 17:3“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the only true God, and of the one
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” (NWT)

One of the verses most frequently quoted by door-knocking Jehovah'’s Witnesses is John 17:3. They use it in two different ways:

First, although most translations render the Greek as “to know” God, the Watchtower version says “taking in knowledge.” This
enables Witnesses to use the verse in offering listeners a “free home Bible study” in order to take in this so-called knowledge of
God. Those who accept the offer are quickly switched from the Bible to one of the many books published by the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society.

After that, the persons studying with the Witnesses are “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim.
3:7, KJV). Jesus Christ himself revealed that he is “the Way and the Truth and the Life,” and that “no one comes to the Father except
through Me” (John 14:6, MLB). The “facts” that keep filling Witnesses’ heads never make up for the lack of actually knowing Jesus,
the living Truth.

It is like the situation of a young fan of a famous movie star who has seen all the start’s movies, read volumes of biographical
material, and decorated his walls with the star’s pictures. Yet all of this knowledge can never add up to the sort of relationship
enjoyed by the star’s adopted son, who lives in a close relationship with him. Real Christianity involves being adopted by God as his
child, and really coming to know him (see Gal. 4:5-9; Rom. 8:14-39). Watchtower-supplied “knowledge” can never equal that.

The second way that Jehovah’s Witnesses use John 17:3 is to deny the deity of Christ. They point out that Jesus called the Father
“the only true God” and made a distinction between “you, the only true God” and “the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” Of
course, the relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit within the Godhead is a matter that even orthodox Christians can at best “see
through a glass, darkly,” while we look forward to going home to be with the Lord and, only then, seeing him “face to face” (1 Cor.
13:12, KJV). But, we can see clearly enough right now to know that the Watchtower Society is twisting John 17:3.

If Jesus’ reference to the Father as “the only true God” were meant to exclude the Son from deity, then the same principle of
interpretation would have to apply to Jude 4, where Jesus Christ is called “our only Owner and Lord” (NWT, italics added). This
would have to exclude the Father from Lordship and Ownership. Yet, Witnesses speak of the Father as “the Lord Jehovah,” even
though Jude 4 calls Jesus our “only” Lord. And the Holy Spirit is called “Lord” at 2 Corinthians 3:17. Obviously, then, neither use of
the word only is exclusive with reference to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ being called our “only” Lord does not rule
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out the Lordship of the Father and the Holy Spirit, and the Father’s being called the “only” true God does not exclude the Son and
the Holy Spirit from deity.

See also the discussions of Genesis 18:1-2; Exodus 3:14; Psalm 110:1; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1; John 20:28; and Revelation 1:7-8.

Knowing God —John 17:3 (BORROW Experiencing God day-by-day PAGE 64)

Knowing God through experience is radically different than knowing about God from a theology textbook. According to the Bible, you
cannot say you know God unless you have experienced Him (Phil. 3:8, 10). Biblical knowledge always involves experience. You
may become discouraged because the truths you read about in the Bible are much richer than the reality of your own experience.

If you have not experienced God's power at work in and through your life, do not settle for a secondhand knowledge of God's power,
rejoicing in what He has done in others. Jesus' prayer was that you would come to know God and His presence in your life and
experience. Don't discount the power of God as described in Scripture simply because you have not experienced it. Bring your
experience up to the standard of Scripture, never reduce Scripture to the level of your experience. Don't settle for a head knowledge
of God's love. Jesus prayed that you would experience the depth and width and height of His love and that you would enjoy God's
full and unending love in the day-to-day experiences of your life.

If you sense there are biblical truths that you are not experiencing, keep that truth before you and ask God to bring it into your
everyday experience. Ask God if there are any adjustments you need to make in order to receive His promise. Don't give up on the
promises of God, stay with them until you are fully experiencing them

Life Everlasting

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. John
17:3

Today's Scripture & Insight : John 17:3-12

“Don’t be afraid of death, Winnie,” said Angus Tuck, “be afraid of the unlived life.” That quote from the book-turned-film Tuck
Everlasting is made more interesting by the fact that it comes from a character who can’t die. In the story, the Tuck family has
become immortal. Young Jesse Tuck, who falls in love with Winnie, begs her to seek immortality too so they can be together forever.
But wise Angus understands that simply enduring forever doesn’t bring fulfillment.

Our culture tells us that if we could be healthy, young, and energetic forever, we would be truly happy. But that's not where our
fulfillment is found. Before He went to the cross, Jesus prayed for His disciples and for future believers. He said, “Now this is eternal
life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). Our fulfillment in life comes from a
relationship with God through faith in Jesus. He’s our hope for the future and joy for this present day.

Jesus prayed that His disciples would take on the patterns of new life: that they would obey God (v. 6), believe that Jesus was sent
by God the Father (v. 8), and be united as one (v. 11). As believers in Christ, we look forward to a future eternal life with Him. But
during these days we live on earth, we can live the “rich and satisfying life” (10:10 nlt) that He promised—right here, right now.
By: Karen Pimpo (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their
permission.)

Where’s your joy and contentment found in this life? In what ways do you exhibit new life in Christ?

Jesus, help me take hold of the abundant life that You've given to me.

Support in Trial - "This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent."—John
17:3

"Praised be the LORD! this is sufficient for me and for eternity."”

When Dr. Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, came out of the Tower of London, and saw the scaffold on which he was to be beheaded, he
took out of his pocket a Greek Testament; and, looking up to heaven, he exclaimed: "Now, O LORD, direct me to some passage
which may support me through this awful scene." He opened the book, and his eye glanced on the text, "This is life eternal, that they
might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." He instantly closed the book, and said: "Praised be
the LORD! this is sufficient for me and for eternity."
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John 17:4 “| glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.

= glorified: John 12:28 13:31,32 14:13
=« accomplished: John 4:34 5:36 9:3 14:31 15:10 John 19:30 Ac 20:24 2Ti 4:7

Related Passages:

John 5:36+ “But the testimony which | have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the
Father has given Me to accomplish (teleioo) —the very works that | do—testify about Me, that the Father has
sent Me.

John 19:30+ Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished (teleo in perfect tense
= tetelestai)!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE FOR MEN
WAS MISSION POSSIBLE FOR JESUS

| glorified (doxazo - aorist tense) You on the earth (ge), - How did the Son glorify His Father on the earth (of course referring to
His incarnation)? Jesus gave a proper opinion (meaning of "glorify") regarding the Father to the Jews who saw Jesus works and
heard His words. Both pointed to His divine origin and should have given the Jews a "proper opinion” of His Father.

In John 4:34+ "Jesus said to (HIS DISCIPLES), “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and tcaccomplish (teleioo) His
work." One wonders if the disciples remembered Jesus' earlier teaching as they listen to Him pray to His Father acknowledging that
in this hour He is about to finish His work as the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29+).

Brian Bell - | have glorified you on the earth - by His doctrine; miracles; sufferings; & death to come

Having accomplished (teleioo - finished) the work (ergon) which You have given Me to do (poieo) - The Greek literally reads “the
work that you gave to me so that (hina term of purpose) | may do it.” Having accomplished (teleioo - finished) is past tense which
speaks of His atoning work on the Cross as so certain that it can spoken of as having already been accomplished. It is clearly no
coincidence that the verb accomplished (teleioo) is related to the verb Jesus used when He cried out from Cross It is finished!"
(Jn 19:30+ - teleo in perfect tense = tetelestai), for this cry marked the fulfillment of His Mission. Recall that when the disciples were
in Samaria with Jesus and were discussing food, Jesus responded that "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to
accomplish (teleioo - finish) His work (redemption was the Father's work)." (Jn 4:34+)

THOUGHT - There is a similar use ofglorified in the past tense (as if it were already accomplished) when
Paul speaks of believers writing "whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified." Glorified (doxazo - aorist tense) is past tense,
which describes our glorification as a certain, accomplished event! Most of us do not feel very glorified yet, and
of course, we are not yet glorified in the sense of celestial glory, but that future glorification of our bodies is
such a FAIT ACCOMPLI that Paul speaks of it in the past tense. That is how certain our salvation (see
the Three Tenses of Salvation) is beloved! See What is glorification of believers?

Dear disciple, when you lay down on your deathbed and prepare to take your last breath, will you be able to
confidently declare "l have accomplished the work which the Father has given me to do?" You may be asking
"What work?" I'm glad you asked. In Ephesians 2:10+ Paul declared that all believers (Eph 2:8-9+) are "His
(THE FATHER'S) workmanship (poiema), created in Christ Jesus for (HERE IS OUR PRESENT PURPOSE)
good works, which God prepared beforehandso that (WHAT IS PURPOSE OF THESE "PREPARED"
WORKS?) we would walk (live, carry out) in them." For more discussion of this important topic (WHY?
because of the Bema Seat Judgment of Believers - 2Co 5:10+) see Believers Are God's Masterpiece, His
Poiema and Redeem the Time (the "time of your life" - cf Jas 4:14+).

Bob Utley sums up Jesus' work - The work was threefold: (1) revelation of the Father (cf. Jn 1:14, 18); (2) redemption of fallen
mankind (cf. Mark 10:45; 2 Cor. 5:21); and (3) an example of true humanity (cf. Jn 13:31; 1 Pet. 2:21). Also, Jesus’ work of
intercession continues (cf. 1 John 2:1).

Spurgeon - Jesus regards his work as already done, although he had yet to die, to pay the ransom price for his people, yet by a
leap of holy faith he says, “l| have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.”....Here our Saviour speaks by anticipation. He
foresaw that he would pass through his passion, that all the work of his people’s redemption would be fully accomplished, and in this
his final prayer on earth to the Father he could truly say, “I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” May you and | be
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able to say the same when we depart out of this world! Not boastingly, — there was no boasting in our Lord, — but truthfully
conscientiously, from the bottom of our heart may each one of us be able to say, “I have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do”! ....What a blessed thing that our Saviour was able to say this just before his death! Oh, that you and | may be able to utter some
humble echo of this speech when we come to the end of our lives! This is indeed a life worth living. (Exposition of John)

Brian Bell - He had finished the work? But, He was only 33. He only reached 11 men in depth. Wasn't His life a tragic waste by
being cut so short? 1. Only when seen from a limited perspective! 2. Man focuses on immediate results; God, on ultimate results. a)
We see only the seed that is sown or, at best, the sprout; He sees the harvest! - There was a famous painting from the 1st world
war. It showed an engineer fixing a field telephone line which was essential. He had just completed the line so that the essential
messages might come through...when he was shot! The picture shows him in the moment of death, & beneath it there is the one
word, “Through!” He had died, he had given his life, that the message might get through. That is exactly what Jesus did. He had
completed His task. He got the Fathers message through loud & clear. He had brought Gods love to ma

NET NOTE - By completing the work. The idea of Jesus being sent into the world on a mission has been mentioned before,
significantly in Jn 3:17. It was even alluded to in the immediately preceding verse here (Jn 17:3). The completion of the “work” the
Father had sent him to accomplish was mentioned by Jesus in Jn 4:34 and Jn 5:36. What is the nature of the “work” the Father has
given the Son to accomplish? It involves the Son’s mission to be the Savior of the world, as Jn 3:17 indicates. But this is
accomplished specifically through Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross (a thought implied by the reference to the Father “giving” the
Son in Jn 3:16). It is not without significance that Jesus’ last word from the cross is “It is completed” (Jn 19:30).

Warren Wiersbe - One day, each of us will have to give an account of his or her ministry. It is a solemn thought that we shall stand
before the Judgment Seat of Christ and give our “final report.” | trust that we will be able to say, “I have glorified Thee on the earth; |
have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4). (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Accomplished (5048) teleioo related to teleios from telos = an end, a purpose, an aim, a goal, consummate soundness, idea of
being whole) means to accomplish, to carry to consummation, to bring to an end or to the intended goal (telos). It means to be
complete, mature, fully developed, full grown, brought to its end, finished, wanting nothing necessary to completeness or in good
working order. It does not mean simply to terminate something but to carry it out to the full finish which is picked up in the translation
"perfected". Teleioo signifies the attainment of consummate soundness and includes the idea of being made whole. Interestingly the
Gnostics used teleios of one fully initiated into their mysteries and that may have been why Paul used teleios in this epistle.

Apostello repeatedly speaks of the Father sending the Son on mission. Indeed the writer of Hebrews exhorts us to "consider
Jesus the Apostle (apostolos) and High Priest of our confession" (Heb 3:1+), so here are just a few of over 30 passages (see

complete list below)

TELEIOO - 24X/23V - accomplish(2), accomplished(1), finish(1), fulfill(1), full number(1), made
perfect(4), made...perfect(1), make...perfect(1), make perfect(1), perfect(2), perfected(7), reach...goal(1),
spending the full number(1). Lk. 2:43; Lk. 13:32; Jn. 4:34; Jn. 5:36; Jn. 17:4; dn. 17:23; dn. 19:28; Acts
20:24; Phil. 3:12; Heb. 2:10; Heb. 5:9; Heb. 7:19; Heb. 7:28; Heb. 9:9; Heb. 10:1; Heb. 10:14; Heb. 11:40;
Heb. 12:23; Jas. 2:22; 1 Jn. 2:5; 1 Jn. 4:12; 1 Jn. 4:17; 1 Jn. 4:18

Charles Swindoll - Jesus mastered the art of maintaining a clear perspective while accomplishing every single ] one of His
objectives. Though we never read of His hurrying anywhere, He managed to fulfill the complete agenda. Just before the agony of the
cross, He told the Father that He had “finished the work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4, NKJV). And only seconds
before He drew His last breath, He made that epochal statement, “It is finished” (John 19:30). Nothing essential was left undone.

(BORROW Bedside Blessings PAGE 380)

Vance Havner - No Second Best
"What wilt Thou have me to do?" Acts 9:6

God has a place and purpose for you, somewhere for you to be and something for you to do. You never will be happy elsewhere,
nor can you please God anywhere but there. You may do lovely things, reach earthly success, but always there will be the haunting
sense of having missed the main thing, of having been satisfied with life's second best which isn't best or even good. Woodrow
Wilson once spoke of being "defeated by one's secondary successes." How many are defeated by their own success so that they
never know God's success!

Lot chose his own success and missed God's better thing. Saul did it from Gilgal to Gilboa. Demas did it. David "served his
generation by the will of God" (Acts 13:36). That is success. Our Lord said, "I have glorified Thee on the earth: | have finished the
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work which Thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4). That is success, though it looked like failure.

If God has shown you his purpose—he will if you yield to him—don't dodge. Jonah tried to get away from God's presence and
purpose and you know what happened. The only place to hide from his presence is in his presence. Don't tell God you won't do what
he orders and try to compromise on something else just as good. There is nothing else just as good because there are no second
bests in the will of God.

J H Jowett - THE LORD’S BODY
“I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” —John 17:4

THIS quiet confession is in itself a token of our Lord’s divinity. The serenity in which He makes His claims is as stupendous as the
claims themselves. “Finished,” perfected in the utmost refinement, to the last, remotest detail! Nothing scamped, nothing overlooked,
nothing forgotten! Everything which concerns thy redemption and my redemption has been accomplished. “It is finished!”

“And now ... | come to Thee.” The visible Presence is withdrawn. There is no longer in our midst a Jesus whose body we can bruise
and crucify. “But these are in the world.” Yes, and His disciples are now His body. He becomes reincarnated in them. If they refuse
Him a body, He has none! He looks through their eyes, listens through their ears, speaks through their lips, ministers through their
hands, goes on sacred pilgrimages with their feet! “Know ye not that ye are the body?”

Does my discipleship offer my Lord a limb? Can He communicate with the world through me? Does my discipleship multiply His
powers of expression? Has He more eyes, more ears, more hands because | am a member of His Church? Or——?

Glory
Today’s Bible Reading: John 17:1-8
| have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. -John 17:4

The movie Glory celebrated the first African-American units to serve in the United States Army. Set in the Civil War, the film was
based on historical accounts and made for brilliant storytelling! But in the end, almost all the key characters died.

Glory in death by combat?

In sports we sometimes see an athlete attempt the seemingly impossible—for example, an unbelievable catch by an outfielder with
his outstretched arm reaching over the wall. It’s called “going for the glory.”

Glory by fame and acclaim?

On His way to the garden of Gethsemane the night before the cross, Jesus prayed, “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing
the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began”
(John 17:4-5). What was He praying for? The word Jesus would have used for glory is kabod, which essentially means “gravitas.”
This gravitas describes a person who embodies “wisdom, balance, stability, patience, impartiality, nobility.” Put another way, a kabod
person possesses substance in the best and most important ways.

Now, ponder this: The most significant, substantial, and glorious Person in all eternity was willing to put aside all of that gravitas—
that glory—to come to our rescue. And now, having completed that work, He’s had that glory fully restored.

Glory by His obedience to the perfect will and plan of His Father.

In your own words, how would you define the word glory? In what ways can you see how Jesus embodied a more thorough definition
of glory?

Father, it's in our nature to seek glory for ourselves, but that’s a distorted view of what glory is and what it's for. Forgive us, and help
us to give You the glory due Your name. (Reprinted by permission from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full
devotional without their permission.)

Robert Neighbour - The Retrospective — facing an Accomplished Task
"l have" (John 17:4).

How blessed that the Lord, knowing that His hour had come that He should leave the world, lingered long enough to glance back
over the days of His earthly pilgrimage and to recapitulate for us, before the Father, the great accomplishments of His life. As
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recorded, this retrospective brings before us seven distinct statements.

"l have glorified Thee" (vs. 4).

"I have finished the work" (vs. 4).

"I have manifested Thy name" (vs. 6).

"l have given unto them the words" (vs. 8).
"I have given them" the glory (vs. 22).

"l have known Thee" (vs. 25).

"l have declared Thy name" (vs. 26).

What a wealth of vision! What room for reflection? Would that each believer might be empowered to walk in the steps of His Master,
and be enabled to close up his earthly testimony and service with something of the same glorious accomplishments.

What have we here?

1. The Father glorified. Surely this we too may do. Whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, we should do it all for His glory. Not a
thing for "glorying in the flesh." Not a task done for the glory of men — all for the glory of God. Over every deed and word the echo
of our soul should be: "For to me to live is Christ."

2. The work completed. We all have a work, but, too often, it is a work neglected, a work forgotten, a work spoiled. Saints need to
walk in the Spirit and to redeem the time, for the days are evil. We pass this way but once. A day wasted is a day lost. We cannot
crowd into to-morrow the task assigned for to-day. Let us serve diligently and faithfully until we have finished our assignment. God
hath committed unto us the work of reconciliation.

3. A name manifested. The Word suggests that Christ "interpreted the Father." He lived out the meaning of all the blessed and holy
names of God. He was the compliment of all those gracious Jehovah titles of the Old Testament. We too should tell out God. All of
us are saved for that very purpose. "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (I Peter 2:9).

4. A word imparted. Jesus Christ preached the Word. He gave forth the Word. So should we. We are "separated unto the Gospel of
God * * concerning His Son" (Rom. 1:1, 3). We are to preach the Word. Alas, how many pulpits are given over to vain philosophies
and to the doctrines of men! How many pulpits have been turned into forums for political harangues, for social sentiments, for
lectures on ethical culture! God hath committed unto us the Word of reconciliation; let us preach the Word.

5. A glory given. What a bequest! While we live we can do no greater work than to give to men the knowledge of eternal life. "Silver
and gold have | none," were the disappointing words which Peter spoke to the lame man who sat asking alms; but "such as | have
give | unto thee * * walk" were the comforting words which quickly followed. Our best service to humanity must ever remain the
imparting of the gift of Heavenly glory and eternal life.

6. A fellowship sustained. Christ said, "I have known Thee." This, too, is our privilege. If we keep His words, the Father will come in
and take up abode with us, and we will know Him. Indeed, this is eternal life that we might know Him. Holy communion! Blessed
union! "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another" (I John 1:7).

7. A name declared. We have had the name manifested, now we have the same name told out. Who is ashamed to declare the
name of God? Shall we live with no testimony upon our lips? Shall we think that the testimony of our daily walk is enough? Nay, we
must also publish abroad with our tongues the glories of the matchless Christ and the riches of the grace of God. "Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so."

God-Given Time John 17:4 - J Oswald Sanders

Our Lord moved through life with a majestic and measured tread, never in a hurry and yet always thronged by demanding crowds,
never giving those who sought His help a sense that He had any more important concerns than their particular interests. What was
His secret? Knowing that every person’s life is in the plan of God, He realized that His life and all the conditions in which it was to be
worked out were under the perfect control of His Father.

Time held no power over Him. On several occasions He asserted that His hour had not yet come. There was the consciousness that
His Father’s plan had been drawn with such meticulous accuracy that every hour fit into the overall purpose of His life. His calendar
had been arranged, and His sole concern on earth was to fulfill the work given Him to do in the allotted hours (John 7:6; 12:23, 27;
13:1; 17:1). Nor would He allow His much-loved mother to interfere with this divinely planned timetable (John 2:4). Deep human
affection could not be permitted to affect His schedules, or His Father’s plan would be marred (John 11:6, 9).

Small wonder then, that at the close of life He could review it with absolute objectivity and speak the self-approving words: “I have



finished the work which thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4 KJV); no part of His life was marred by undue haste or imperfectly
completed through lack of time. He found sufficient time in the twenty-four hours of the day to do the whole will of God.

The Lord’s corrective word to His disciples, “Are there not twelve hours in the day?” (John 11:9 KJV), seems to suggest a quiet,
steady confidence in His Father’'s purpose and a resulting courage even in face of enemies and danger. Interruptions could not
disturb His peace because they had already been provided for in the Father’s planning, and the wrath of enemies would have to
await His “hour.” Thus He could pursue His work undisturbed, knowing it would be “finished.” There would be time for all that God
meant Him to do, though there might not always be “leisure so much as to eat” (Mark 6:31 KJV).

He Is Without Sin John 17:4 - J Oswald Sanders

The Lord’s challenge to His critics still remains unanswered: “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?” (John 8:46). His sinlessness
could not be challenged, or they would have brought a charge against Him. Even hell could bring no accusation. “The prince of this
world is coming. He has no hold on me,” Jesus claimed (John 14:30).

A study of His life reveals consistent immunity from sin. Never did He show the slightest discontent with His own behavior—which
would be a grave sin of pride in any other person. Never did He shed a tear over any failure. He demanded repentance of others yet
was never penitent Himself. Nor can this self-satisfaction be explained on the grounds that His standard of duty or sense of moral
obligation was less exacting than that of His contemporaries. The reverse was the case. His code of ethics was immeasurably
higher than theirs, yet not once does He admit that He has in any degree fallen short of His own exacting standards.

At the end of His life, as Jesus communed with His Father in His moving High Priestly Prayer, He claimed to have accomplished
perfectly the work entrusted to Him (John 17:4). In any other case than His, we would be justified in regarding such claims as
obnoxious pride and arrogant hypocrisy. In His case the facts substantiated the claim.

To quote T. C. Edwards in this context, “The fact that Jesus never confessed sin implies in His case that He never did sin. In every
other good man, the saintlier he becomes the more pitiless is his self-condemnation, and the more severe he is on certain kinds of
sin, such as hypocrisy. But Jesus, if He were a sinner, was guilty of the very worst of sin, which He rebuked with burning anger in
the Pharisees of His day. Yet He never accuses Himself . . . He never speaks about redeeming Himself but declares Himself to be
the paschal lamb ‘whose blood of the new covenant is shed for many unto the remission of sins™ (see Matthew 26:28).

While describing the doom of the unrepentant in terrible images, He never mentions His own need for salvation. He prayed, “Father,
forgive them,” but never, “Father, forgive Me.”

ACCOMPLISH THE GOOD WORKS PREPARED FOR YOU (Eph 2:10 - Did you hear about the boy who failed all his college work?
He wired his mother: “Failed everything; Prepare Papa.” His mother wired back, “Papa prepared; Prepare yourself” This is the
message a lot of us need in view of the Judgment Seat of Christ. God is prepared. We need to prepare ourselves by making each
day count for the Lord! We all have a divine appointment one day with Him. May it be a pleasant time and not filled with grief
because we wasted our lives away.

Chris Tiegreen - Fulfilling His Mission
“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” John 17:4
“The will of God is the measure of things.” —St. Ambrose

IN WORD - Mission statements abound in this world. Few institutions or people that have them, however, really live up to them.
They are ideals to strive for. But Jesus’ declaration is that His mission statement has become reality. He has lived up to it. All that the
Father has given Him to do, He has done.

Jesus did not preach to everyone in the world. He did not heal everyone, and He did not go everywhere. He didn’t try to do more
than He was assigned. In fact, many times He left the scene in search of solitude, even while needy people were clamoring for His
attention. He didn’t respond positively to every request that came to Him. He didn’t stay busy for the sake of busyness. When He
ascended into heaven, there was still—and there remains today—much work to be done. But Jesus focused on the work that God
had given Him to do, and He accomplished it. He didn’t stray from His mission.

Will we also be able to say, “I have brought You glory on earth
by completing the work You gave me to do”?

IN DEED - One day we will approach the end of our lives. We will stand before the Father—figuratively on this side of death, literally
afterward. Will we also be able to say, “| have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You gave me to do” (ED: see Eph



2:10+ for this work)? Is Jesus our model as we seek the will of God and minister in this world? ED: See Walking Like Jesus
Walked!)

Blessed are the people who will be able to echo these words as their life ends. It will not mean that we were everything everyone
else expected of us. It will not mean that we worked so hard that we're sure we managed to accomplish God’s will sometime during
all our activity, although we’re not sure when. It will not mean that we addressed every situation for which we felt sympathy, or gave
to every organization or missionary that said they needed our financial support. It will simply mean that we discerned God’s will
for our lives and devoted ourselves to accomplishing it by the power of His Spirit. May we be single-minded for that goal.

(SEE At His Feet: Daily Readings to Deepen Your Walk with Jesus - Page 240

Salvation Army - Miriam Booth, daughter of the founder of the Salvation Army, was a brilliant and cultured woman who began her
Christian work with great promise and unusual success. Very soon, however, disease brought her to the point of death. A friend told
her it seemed a pity that a woman of her capabilities should be hindered by sickness from doing the Lord’s work. With deep insight
and gently grace, Miriam replied, “It's wonderful to do the Lord’s work, but it's greater still to do the Lord’s will!”

Commenting on John 17:4, blind minister and hymn writer George Matheson said, “Was the work of the Master indeed done? Was
not His heaviest task yet to come? He had not yet met the dread hour of death. Why did He say, then, that His work was done? It
was because He knew that when the will is given, the battle is ended! . The cup which our Father gives us to drink is a cup of the
will. It is easy for the lips to drain it when once the heart has accepted it . The act is easy after the choice.”

Oswald Chambers - After Surrender—Then What?
“I have finished the work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4).

The greatest crisis we ever face
is the surrender of our will.

True surrender is not simply surrender of our external life but surrender of our will—and once that is done, surrender is complete.
The greatest crisis we ever face is the surrender of our will. Yet God never forces a person’s will into surrender, and He never begs.
He patiently waits until that person willingly yields to Him. And once that battle has been fought, it never needs to be fought again.

Surrender for Deliverance. “Come to Me ... and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). It is only after we have begun to experience
what salvation really means that we surrender our will to Jesus for rest. Whatever is causing us a sense of uncertainty is actually a
call to our will—"Come to Me.” And it is a voluntary coming.

Surrender for Devotion. “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself ...” (Matthew 16:24). The surrender here is of my
self to Jesus, with His rest at the heart of my being. He says, “If you want to be My disciple, you must give up your right to yourself to
Me.” And once this is done, the remainder of your life will exhibit nothing but the evidence of this surrender, and you never need to
be concerned again with what the future may hold for you. Whatever your circumstances may be, Jesus is totally sufficient (see 2
Corinthians 12:9 and Philippians 4:19).

Surrender for Death. “... another will gird you ...” (John 21:18; also see verse 19). Have you learned what it means to be girded for
death? Beware of some surrender that you make to God in an ecstatic moment in your life, because you are apt to take it back
again. True surrender is a matter of being “united together [with Jesus] in the likeness of His death” (Romans 6:5) until nothing ever
appeals to you that did not appeal to Him.

And after you surrender—then what? Your entire life should be characterized by an eagerness to maintain unbroken fellowship and
oneness with God.

Oswald Chambers - “It is Finished!”
“I have finished the work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4).

The death of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment in history of the very mind and intent of God. There is no place for seeing Jesus Christ as
a martyr. His death was not something that happened to Him—something that might have been prevented. His death was the very
reason He came.

Never build your case for forgiveness on the idea that God is our Father and He will forgive us because He loves us. That
contradicts the revealed truth of God in Jesus Christ. It makes the Cross unnecessary, and the redemption “much ado about
nothing.” God forgives sin only because of the death of Christ. God could forgive people in no other way than by the death of His
Son, and Jesus is exalted as Savior because of His death. “We see Jesus ... for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor
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...” (Hebrews 2:9). The greatest note of triumph ever sounded in the ears of a startled universe was that sounded on the Cross of
Christ—"It is finished!” (John 19:30). That is the final word in the redemption of humankind.

Anything that lessens or completely obliterates the holiness of God, through a false view of His love, contradicts the truth of God as
revealed by Jesus Christ. Never allow yourself to believe that Jesus Christ stands with us, and against God, out of pity and
compassion, or that He became a curse for us out of sympathy for us. Jesus Christ became a curse for us by divine decree. Our part
in realizing the tremendous meaning of His curse is the conviction of sin. Conviction is given to us as a gift of shame and
repentance; it is the great mercy of God. Jesus Christ hates the sin in people, and Calvary is the measure of His hatred.

George Matheson - Was the work of the Master indeed done? Was not its heaviest task yet to come? He had not yet met the dread
hour of death. Why did He say that His work was done? It was because He knew that, when the will is given, the battle is ended. He
was only in the shadows of the garden; but to conquer these shadows was already to conquer all. He who has willed to die has
already triumphed over death. All that remains to Him is but the outer husk, the shell. The cup which our Father giveth us to drink is
a cup for the will. It is easy for the lips to drain it when once the heart has accepted it. Not on the heights of Calvary, but in the
shadows of Gethsemane is the cup presented; the act is easy after the choice. The real battlefield is in the silence of the spirit.
Conquer there, and thou art crowned.

Jon Courson - | have finished the work... John 17:4

‘I have finished the work. Not, ‘I started it’; not, ‘I thought about it’; not ‘| was going to get to it” The roads from Bible studies and
Bible conferences are strewn with the broken commitments of men and women who began but never finished what God told them to
do. I'm sure glad that after Noah finished the frame on the ark, he didn’t say, ‘Close enough. We don’t need a roof.” No, he finished
the work. He completed the task. If he hadn’t, we would all be sunk.

What about you? If you knew you only had a few hours to live, could you say, ‘Father, | finished the work You gave me to do’? Or
would you say, ‘I know You put this on my heart last year, and | meant to get to it, but...?

Have you finished the work? Saul didn't...

‘Let not one Amalekite remain, Samuel told Saul (I Samuel 15:3). And Saul killed almost everyone—but he decided to keep Agag,
king of the Amalekites, as a trophy. Twenty-five years later, wounded in battle, rather than being captured by the enemy, Saul turns
to a young man on the field and says, ‘Kill me. And the young man—an Amalekite—did just that. Where did he come from?
Somewhere along the way, Agag fathered a son.

What has God called you to do? What has He spoken to your heart about? Maybe it's some sin, or something that's got to go, and
you think, ‘Well, I've got it pretty much taken care of. | know the Lord’s told me not to do this, but I've cut way back.

‘Have you finished it?’
‘No, but I've got it under control.’

Watch out. Agag is out to get you.

‘IT IS FINISHED, cried Jesus from the Cross. I'm so glad He didn’t say, ‘I almost did it, but I'm going to come down now'—because
if He had come down from the Cross, we would go down to hell. He paid the price. He finished the work. (BORROW A Day's
Journey: 365 Daily Meditations from the Word PAGE 92)

J R Miller - John 17:4
Jesus is the only man who has ever lived—so as to be able to say this!

The best lives are but fragments, leaving many things unfinished. Yet we ought to take a lesson from Christ's finishing of His work.
He did it, simply by doing each day—the will of His Father for the day.

He was a young man when He died—only thirty-three. We think of those who die young—as dying before their work is completed.
We learn, however, that even a young man, dying, may leave a finished work.

The truth is, enough years are given to each one—in which to do our 'allotted work'. Even a baby that lives only a day, merely
looking into the mother's eyes and then going away, does the work that was given it to do. The young man who dies at thirty-three,
with his hands full of tasks—if only he has lived faithfully, has finished the work which God gave him to do. Not years—but
faithfulness, counts with God!
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John 17:5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the world was.

KJV John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which | had with thee
before the world was.

BGT John 175k vvo Exov pe o, mTep, Mop oeouT T O & € X0V TP TO TV K OUOV € VOI TGP OO .

NET John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me at your side with the glory | had with you before the world was
created.

CSB John 17:5 Now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with that glory | had with You before the world
existed.

ESV John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the
world existed.

NIV John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world
began.

NLT John 17:5 Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.

NRS John 17:5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your presence
before the world existed.

NJB John 17:5 Now, Father, glorify me with that glory | had with you before ever the world existed.
NAB John 17:5 Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that | had with you before the world began.

YLT John 17:5 'And now, glorify me, Thou Father, with Thyself, with the glory that | had before the world was,
with Thee;

MIT John 17:5 Father, glorify me now in your presence by my participating in the glory | had with you before
the universe existed.

= glorify: John 17:24 1:18 3:13 10:30 14:9 Pr 8:22-31 Php 2:6 Col 1:15-17 Heb 1:3,10 1Jn 1:2 Rev 5:9-14
= before: John 1:1-3 Mt 25:34 1Pe 1:20 Rev 13:8

Related Passages:

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.

JESUS' PRAYER
FOR GLORY

Now (literally "and now" - kai nun), Father, glorify (doxazo in aorist imperative) Me together with (para - beside) Yourself with the
glory (doxa) which | had with You before the world (kosmos) was - This is Jesus' continuation of the request in Jn 17:1 for the

Father to glorify Him but this request is slightly different. He is now requesting the glory He had in eternity past (before the world
was - before creation of the heavens and earth). The phrase glorify Me together with can be translated "glorify Me at your side."
(NET).

Wiersbe - the glory of God is the sum total of all that He is, the expression of His character. It is the manifestation of all that He is in
Himself, His marvelous attributes. (SEE The Intercessory Prayer of Jesus)

Spurgeon - In deep humility, Jesus had laid that glory aside for a while. He had tabernacled in human flesh; and when he spoke
these words, the time was approaching when, All his world and warfare done, he should go back to his pristine glory with something
more added to it..... Jesus had laid aside his glory for our sakes, now he asks that, his work being regarded as done, his glory may
be given to him again....After the finished work, Christ was to have the glory. O worker for God, seek not glory before thy work is
done! Expect not honour among men because thou hast begun the work so earnestly; plod on until it is finished, then shall the glory
come. “Verily | say unto you, they have their reward,” said our Lord concerning the scribes and Pharisees who sought the praise of
men; but you have not your reward at present, it is yet to come. Wait for it, for it is sure to come.....This is such a prayer as never
could have been prayed by a mere man and you cannot understand this prayer at all apart from the manhood and the Deity of Christ
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combined. No human being could have written such a prayer as this even if it had been proposed to him to write a prayer that
should be equally suitable to God and man. It is only suitable to Christ, the God-man, and it is in itself one of the best evidences of
the inspiration of Scripture. | dare take my stand upon this chapter alone, and say that here we have the finger of God, the writing of
the Holy Ghost, and here we have the very words of him who was God and man in one person.(Exposition of John)

Jesus eternally had intrinsic celestial glory as God, but recall that He "emptied Himself" (see kenosis) and in His incarnation did not

exhibit the same glory He had in Heaven. His celestial glory was temporarily veiled during His earthly life. And yet even as a Man
John says that "the Word (Jn 1:1) became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from
the Father, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:14+) So what Jesus is asking for is that glory which He had possessed from all eternity.

When would Jesus' prayer be answered? After His Crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and at His coronation as King of kings and
Lord of lords (Rev 19:16+).

What does the phrase before the world (kosmos) was say about Christ? First, note thatworld (kosmos) in this context speaks of

the physical world, planet earth, home of mankind, not the fallen, godless kosmos. Secondly, note that this passage affirms Christ's
preexistence and by extension His eternality (cf. Jn 1:1, 15; 6:62; 8:58; 16:28; 17:11, 13, 24; 2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:6—11; Col. 1:17; Heb.
1:3; 10:5-8).

THOUGHT - What a beautiful request by Jesus for here we see Christ desiring to be seated at the right hand
of His Father, where He would be able to fulfill His role as our great High Priest. Indeed, the Father answered
and now Jesus Christ sits in this favored position continually interceding for us as described in Hebrews 7:25+
("He always lives to make intercession for them") and Romans 8:34+ ("Who is at the right hand of God, Who
also [present tense - continually] intercedes for us"), also serving as our Advocate as described in 1Jn 2:1+
("we have an Advocate [parakletos - used of Spirit in Jn 14:16, 26, 15:26, 16:7] with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous."). Hallelujah, what a Savior!

He was not praying for a “de-incarnation.”
His humanity which he took on at the incarnation (John 1:14) remains,
though now glorified.

NET NOTE - with Yourself - Or “in your presence”; Grk “with yourself.” The use of maxp& (para) twice in this verse looks back to the
assertion in John 1:1 that the Word (the Aoyog [Logos], Who became Jesus of Nazareth in Jn 1:14) was with God (T1p ¢ T v Bedv,
pros ton theon). Whatever else may be said, the statement in Jn 17:5 strongly asserts the preexistence of Jesus Christ. It is
important to note that although Jesus prayed for a return to the glory he had at the Father’s side before the world was created, he
was not praying for a “de-incarnation.” His humanity which he took on at the incarnation (John 1:14) remains, though now glorified.

Warren Wiersbe on “Before the world was’ writes that " the Trinity existed in timeless, dateless communion. The fact defies
explanation and comprehension, yet it is true. If it is not true, then Jesus Christ lied, the Bible is fantasy, and our universe is an
accidental conglomerate of electrical particles that came out of nowhere. (SEE The Intercessory Prayer of Jesus)

Timeless, spaceless, single, lonely,
Yet sublimely Three,
Thou are grandly, always, only
God in Unity!
Lone in grandeur, lone in glory,
Who shall tell Thy wondrous story
Awful Trinity?

-- Frederick Faber

A T Robertson - Jesus prays for full restoration to the pre-incarnate glory and fellowship (cf. Jn 1:1) enjoyed before the Incarnation
(John 1:14). This is not just ideal pre-existence, but actual and conscious existence at the Father’s side ([para soi], with thee) “which
| had” ([héi eichon], imperfect active of echo, | used to have.

Brian Bell - J. S. Bach said, “All music should have no other end and aim than the glory of God and the soul’s refreshment; where
this is not remembered there is no real music but only a devilish hub-bub.” 1. He headed his compositions: J.J. “desus Juva” which
means “Jesus help me.” 2. He ended them S.D.G. “Soli Dei gratia” means “To God alone the praise”

World (2889) kosmos related to the verb kosmeo = to order or adorn, to put in order [Mt 25:7 = "trimmed"], to adorn literally [1Ti
2:9], to adorn figuratively [Titus 2:9+]) means essentially something that is well-arranged, that which has order or something
arranged harmoniously. Kosmos refers to an ordered system or a system where order prevails. As explained below
however, kosmos as used in James 4:4 and many places in the NT, takes on a considerably more negative shade of meaning. In
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this sense kosmos is much like the Greek word for flesh (sarx), which can be a neutral word, but which many times in the NT takes
on an evil connotation. John often uses “world” as human society organized and functioning apart from God. In this sense it is "anti-
God" energy, human society organized and functioning apart from God.. In John 16:28 he uses kosmos to refer to this planet
inhabited by mankind world.

Related Resources:

= An Out-of-this-World Experience A Look at Kosmos in the Johannine Literature
s See 6 page article on Kosmos in New International Dictionary of NT Theology

Kosmos in John's writings - Jn. 1:9; dn. 1:10; Jn. 1:29; Jdn. 3:16; Jn. 3:17; dn. 3:19; Jn. 4:42; In. 6:14; Jn.
6:33; Jn. 6:51; dn. 7:4; In. 7:7; In. 8:12; Jn. 8:23; Jn. 8:26; Jn. 9:5; Jn. 9:39; Jn. 10:36; Jn. 11:9; In. 11:27; Jn.
12:19; Jn. 12:25; Jn. 12:31; dn. 12:46; dn. 12:47; In. 13:1; dn. 14:17; In. 14:19; Jn. 14:22; In. 14:27; Jdn.
14:30; Jn. 14:31; Jn. 15:18; Jn. 15:19; dn. 16:8; Jn. 16:11; Jn. 16:20; Jn. 16:21; Jn. 16:28; Jn. 16:33; Jn.
17:5; dn. 17:6; In. 17:9; dn. 17:11; In. 17:13; Jn. 17:14; In. 17:15; In. 17:16; In. 17:18; Jn. 17:21; Jn.
17:23; Jn. 17:24; In. 17:25; dn. 18:20; Jn. 18:36; Jn. 18:37; Jn. 21:25; 1 dn. 2:2; 1 Jn. 2:15; 1 Jn. 2:16; 1 Jdn.
2:17;1Jn. 3:1; 1 Jn. 3:13; 1 Jn. 3:17; 1 dn. 4:1; 1 dn. 4:3; 1 dn. 4:4; 1 Jn. 4:5; 1 dn. 4:9; 1 dn. 4:14; 1 Jn.
4:17;1Jn.5:4;1Jn.5:5;1Jn.5:19; 2Jn. 1:7; Rev. 11:15; Rev. 13:8; Rev. 17:8

James Smith - THE WORLD.

I. The State of the World. The world was made by Him (John 1:10)—Creation. Sin entered into the world
(Rom. 5:12)—Corruption. The whole world lieth in wickedness (1 John 5:19)—Desolation. The devil is the god
of the world (2 Cor. 4:4), and in Matthew 4:8 we see him offering to sell it.

Il. The Hope of the World. God loved the world (John 3:16)—Compassion. "Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29)— Substitution. That the world through Him might be saved (John
3:17)—Salvation. He is the propitiation for the sins of the world (1 John 2:2).

lll. The Need of the World. He will convince the world of sin (John 16:8)—Conviction. That all the world may
become guilty (Rom. 3:19)—Contrition. That the world may know Thou hast sent Me (John 17:23)—
Confession. The gift of tongues at Pentecost is a proof that God desires all to hear and live. The message was
for "every creature under Heaven" (Col. 1:23).

IV. The Believer and the World. He is given to Christ out of the world (John 17:6)—Divinely separated. He is
sent by Christ into the world (John 17:18)—Divinely commissioned. He is indwelt by Christ for the blessing of
the world (John 17:23)—Divinely equipped.

QUESTION - Does the Bible support the pre-existence of Jesus? | GotQuestions.org

ANSWER - The biblical argument for the pre-existence of Jesus is certainly multi-faceted. Pre-existence is defined as “existence in
a former state or previous to something else.” In the case of Jesus Christ, His pre-existence means that, before He became a man
and walked upon the earth, He was already in existence as the second Person of the triune God. The Bible not only explicitly
teaches this doctrine but also implies this fact at various points throughout the Gospels and Epistles. In addition, Jesus’ own actions
reveal His divine identity and, as a consequence, His pre-existence.

Several places in the New Testament explicitly teach Jesus’ pre-existence. Jesus said, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence
with the glory | had with you before the world began” (John 17:5). This passage alone is sufficient to show that the Scripture
supports Jesus’ pre-existence, but it is just one of many such passages. Jesus Himself explicitly taught His own pre-existence (John
3:13; 6:33, 38, 62; 8:23; 16:28, 17:5). Christ even said that He existed prior to Abraham’s birth (John 8:58-59) even though
Abraham’s birth preceded Jesus’ own birth by many centuries! Several texts present Jesus as pre-existing with His Father (Romans
8:3; 1 John 1:2; Galatians 4:4). Several passages even identify Jesus as the Creator (John 1:2-3; Colossians 1:16—